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Fresno Unified will begin the new 
academic year on solid financial 
footing following the adoption of the 
2014-15 budget, which focuses on 
classroom teaching and learning, the 
district’s most important work.
The 2014-15 budget reflects the state’s 
continued economic recovery, as well 
as significant progress in funding the 
governor’s Local Control Funding 
Formula (LCFF), first approved in 
2013-14. The LCFF provides addi-
tional resources to the state’s most 
disadvantaged students. 

The Rutherford B. Gaston Sr. Middle 
School opens its doors to students for 
the first time with the launch of the 
new school year Aug. 18, signaling 
a new academic era for students and 
their families in southwest Fresno.
For the first time in more than 35 years, 
the Edison High School region will 
have its own middle school, providing 
a rigorous, aligned curriculum prepar-
ing students to move with confidence 
into high school.  Courses will provide 
ample opportunities for career and 
project-based learning in science, tech-
nology, engineering and math, as well 
as prepare students to complete the 
A-G requirements necessary for admis-
sion to University of California and 
California State University campuses.
The campus, at Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard and Church Avenue, will 
initially enroll about 850 students in 
state-of-the-art facilities on approxi-
mately 21.5 acres. It also features the 
district’s first school-based Health and 
Wellness Center.
“What excites me the most about the 
opening of Gaston Middle School is 
bringing a group of students together, 
giving them opportunities and options 
to prepare them to be successful at 
Edison High School,” said Felicia 
Quarles Treadwell, co-principal with 
Steve Gonzalez.

Gonzalez and Quarles Treadwell are 
longtime Fresno Unified educators 
working together to ensure that all 
academic aspects of the school match 
the state-of-the-art structure and will 
surpass expectations for students, staff 
and the well deserving community it 
will serve. Funding for Gaston Middle 
School was provided by Measure K 
and Measure Q, local bond measures 
passed by the Fresno community.
The southwest Fresno community 
has been without a traditional middle 
school following the closure of Irwin 
Junior High School in 1979 as part of 
the district’s desegregation plan. Over 

the years, most students have had to 
leave the neighborhood and travel by 
bus to other district middle schools.

Completion of Gaston Middle School 
provides the critical missing piece to 
allow for a smoother transition from 
kindergarten through 12th grade for 
students in the area and for parents 
to have a clear understanding of their 
students’ academic path. The comple-
tion of Gaston is already encouraging 
regional pride, spirit and ownership to 
flourish, and establishing an elementa-
ry through high school academic talent 
pipeline in the Edison region. 

Thanks to the district’s early outreach 
efforts, a sense of community has 
already developed among the students 
and families from Gaston’s feeder 
campuses of Addams, King, Columbia, 
Lincoln, Sunset and Kirk elementary 
schools. Students over the past two 
years engaged in a number of activities 
focused around the opening of the new 
middle school.

The campus is expected to be a focal 
point for the community and encourage 

Students are Winners 

in This Year’s Budget

Gaston Middle School Ready for Students, Staff, Community

Gaston family members, staff, students, and members of the Board of Education 
attend a special preview day at the brand-new Rutherford B. Gaston Sr. Middle 
School June 7.

See GASTON MIDDLE, Pg. 12

See BUDGET, Pg. 12
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Bullard and Hoover high schools will 
launch the 2014 football season on Aug. 
29 with the annual Battle of Barstow, a 
favorite Fresno Unified athletic tradi-
tion that encourages a friendly rivalry 
between the two campuses and ignites 
school spirit.

Other district teams will be in action 
as well, but no other game is likely to 
ignite the passions on campus like the 
Battle of Barstow. 
“You really see everyone come 
together that night, all the different 
groups,” said Razmik Canas, Hoover 
student body president.

Students will be out at 5 a.m. to begin 
decorating their respective stretches 
of Barstow Avenue: Hoover students 
with Hoover green from Blackstone 
Avenue east to their campus and 
Bullard students with Bullard blue 
from Blackstone west to their campus. 
Each group will hang banners on the 
Highway 41 overpass fences, declaring 
the big game for commuters that day.

The Battle of Barstow tradition dates 
back officially to 1991, when a plaque 
was first created for the winner to 
proudly carry back to campus and 
display – until the next Battle of 
Barstow.
Few people know more about the battle 
than Dan Robinson, a retired adminis-
trator and coach who worked at both 
schools over nearly four decades and 
continues to attend the big game.
“This game, for the bragging rights 
of Barstow, has stood the test of time 
for the excitement that it creates,” 
Robinson said. “This game has meant a 
lot to both schools and obviously to the 
players and the community. The pride 
that comes out of the rooting sections 
for that particular game has always 
been outstanding.”

The two schools added a new compo-
nent to the rivalry game last year 
with the inaugural Dan Robinson 
Spirit Award, given to an exemplary 
student athlete from each team at the 
annual Battle of Barstow breakfast 
on the Thursday before the game. 
All players from both teams attend, 
along with coaches, administrators, 
board members and members of the 
community.
“To have this sportsmanship award 
in your honor was a great feeling,” 
Robinson said. “For me, it balances the 
idea that athletic and academic excel-
lence and being a good person on and 
off the field can go hand in hand.” 
Through the years, a number of outstand-
ing football players have competed in 
the Battle of Barstow, including from 
Bullard: Curtis Williams (University of 
Washington), Nick Howell (University 
of Southern California), and Anthony 
McCoy (USC/Seattle Seahawks), and 
from Hoover:  Michael Kendricks 
(University of California at Berkeley/
Philadelphia Eagles), Eric Kendricks 
(University of California at Los 
Angeles), Warren Fortier and Haji Lane 
(Fresno State), and Kevin Robinson 
(Utah State/Kansas City Chiefs).

Week 1 – Friday, August 29
Hanford West @ Fresno (Sunnyside)
Hoover @ Bullard (McLane)
Roosevelt @ Cesar Chavez
Edison @ Buchanan

Week 2 – Thursday, September 4
Tranquility @ Fresno (Ratcliffe)
Madera @ Roosevelt (Sunnyside)
Sanger @ Hoover (McLane)
Friday, September 5
Bakersfield @ Edison (Ratcliffe)
El Diamante @ Sunnyside (Sunnyside)
Buchanan @ Bullard (McLane)
McLane @ SJM

Week 3 – Thursday, September 11
Exeter @ McLane (McLane)
SJM @ Hoover (Sunnyside)
Friday, September 12
Merced @ Edison (McLane)
Mt Whitney @ Sunnyside (Sunnyside)
Roosevelt @ Mendota
Bullard @ Grant

Week 4 – Friday, September 19
Yosemite @ Roosevelt (Sunnyside)
Farmersville @ McLane (McLane)
Hoover @ Madera
Fresno @ Hilmar
Bullard @ Central
Edison @ Clovis North
Sunnyside @ Clovis East

Week 5 – Thursday, September 25
Clovis West @ Bullard (McLane)
Friday, September 26
Madera South @ Fresno (McLane)
Selma @ Roosevelt (Sunnyside)
Hoover @ Washington Union
McLane @ Kerman
Sunnyside @ SJM

Week 6 – Friday, October 3
Orange Cove @ McLane (McLane)
Fresno @ Mendota
Sunnyside @ Stockdale
Edison @ Clovis West

Week 7 – Thursday, October 9
Hoover @ Fresno (McLane)
SJM @ Edison (Sunnyside)
Friday, October 10
McLane @ Sunnyside (Sunnyside)
Madera @ Bullard (McLane)
Roosevelt @ Reedley

Week 8 – Thursday, October 16
Madera South @ Bullard (McLane)
Fresno @ Sunnyside (Sunnyside)
Friday, October 17
Hoover @ Roosevelt (McLane)
Sanger @ Edison (Sunnyside)
McLane @ Reedley

Week 9 – Thursday, October 23
Roosevelt @ McLane (McLane)
Friday, October 24
Sunnyside @ Hoover (McLane)
Reedley @ Fresno (Sunnyside)
Bullard @ SJM
Edison @ Madera South

Week 10 – Thursday, October 30
Roosevelt @ Sunnyside (Sunnyside)
Friday, October 31
Reedley @ Hoover (Sunnyside)
Fresno @ McLane (McLane)
Bullard @ Sanger
Edison @ Madera

Week 11 – Thursday, November 6
McLane @ Hoover (Sunnyside)
Friday, November 7
Bullard @ Edison (Sunnyside)
Roosevelt @ Fresno (McLane)  
Sunnyside @ Reedley

HOMECOMING – Games in Bold

Game Times – Thursday
•	JV 4:30 p.m.
•	Varsity 7 p.m.

Game Times – Friday
•	JV 5 p.m.
•	Varsity 7:30 p.m.

Battle of Barstow is Beloved Tradition
Focus on Goal 2: Arts, Activities and Athletics

2014 Football Schedule

Bullard TALENT, Kings Canyon 

and Roosevelt Win Arts Awards

The second annual Dan Robinson Spirit Award will be given Aug. 28 on the eve 
of the Battle of Barstow football game. Robinson (middle) poses with 2013 win-
ners Josh Newman of Bullard High School, left, and Joshua Hinson of Hoover 
High School.

https://www.facebook.com/fresnounifiedpage
https://twitter.com/fresnounified
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http://vimeo.com/channels/fresnounified
http://www.fresnounified.org/Pages/Default.aspx
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Let the journey begin.
It feels like it was just last week that 
we were closing the doors on yet 
another busy, productive, and success-
ful school year – and here we are, just 
days removed from opening our doors 
again to embark on the newest chapter 
in Fresno Unified School District’s 
improvement journey. 

As we begin this new school year, 
it’s time to focus in on the true task 
at hand: ensuring that each student 
is getting a high quality education 
– a task that will inevitably result in 
building a better Fresno. This message 
is not directed at any specific group – 
I’m speaking to every resident of this 
great city: parents, students, teachers, 
custodians, cooks, bus drivers, prin-
cipals, office staff, and even the 
members of the Fresno Unified Board 
of Education. We all make a difference. 

We must all play our part in making 
this city as great as it’s destined to be, 
but that greatness will only come if we 
stay focused on what happens with our 
youngest residents. 

As we begin the 2014-15 school year, 
I encourage every student and parent 
to embrace the opportunity to make 
this year your best one yet. It is part 
of learning and growing, and we all 
can and should get better with concen-
trated effort. No matter how last year 
played out, we all have another oppor-
tunity to start fresh and make the most 
of the new year. Take time to enjoy 
the excitement that surrounds the start 
of a new year, and focus in – make 
sure you are a better student or parent 
than you were last year. Parents, pay 
close attention to student attendance. 
Students, be in school every day. 
Pay close attention to completing all 
assignments – they matter. Pay close 
attention to how you work with and 
treat others. All of these things may 
sound simple, but when done well, 
they can change communities. 

Parents, please be on the lookout for 
some very important information that 
your child will be bringing home. 
There will be documents that you’ll 
need to complete and sign, so I encour-
age you to complete them promptly 
and return them to the school.
While many of you were on summer 
break, it was a busy time for many 
Fresno Unified staffers who worked 
extremely hard to prepare for this 

exciting new school year. Teachers 
and administrators have been attend-
ing workshops and conferences, 
and working toward their profes-
sional development goals. They have 
also been planning new program 
opportunities. 

We’ve also been working hard to set a 
few other major initiatives in motion 
for this new school year. 

First, I’m proud to announce the 
opening of Gaston Middle School, 
located at Church Avenue and Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard, which 
will open its doors as the first middle 
school to educate students in south-
west Fresno in more than 35 years. 
This is so important because for the 
past three decades, students in south-
west Fresno have had to take buses 
to four other middle schools in the 
district, most of them not close to 
where they live. Now their school is 
within walking distance.
Gaston Middle School is the latest 
state-of-the-art facility our district 
is opening, and includes a 36-class-
room academic wing, a performance 
stage, an outdoor amphitheater and 
an impressive gymnasium. It will 
also house the first integrated school-
based health and wellness center in the 
district. I can’t say enough about how 
proud I am of the Gaston staff, the 
community, and everyone else who 
was involved in the construction of this 

The back-to-school season is coming 
and with it are new opportunities 
to teach and learn and classrooms 
humming with the lessons of today 
that hold the promise of tomorrow – it 
will all be here before we know it!
Part of starting a new school year is 
making plans that will encompass 
every aspect of the education experi-
ence: learning objectives, mainte-
nance projects, policy changes, and 
more. That’s exactly what the City 
of Fresno has been going through as 
we review the final draft of our 2035 
General Plan, which is available for 
public review.

It’s been 12 years since the city has 
updated its General Plan. Since then, 

we’ve gone through some tremendous 
changes, faced significant challenges, 
and celebrated some important victo-
ries. We’ve learned we can’t continue 
to “wing it” when it comes to planning 
for the future of our community.  We 
need a blueprint.

Fresno’s 2035 General Plan is just such 
a blueprint. Five years in the making, 
the plan includes literally thousands 
of comments from the community. 
It’s a balanced strategy that seeks 
to preserve neighborhood character, 
protect property values, and promote 
investment in Fresno over the next 20 
years.  

A focal point for the General Plan has 
been our neighborhood schools.  Just 
as Fresno Unified schools continue to 
improve each year, the City of Fresno 
wants its neighborhoods to improve 

right alongside.  The two go hand in 
hand.  Education experts tell us there 
is a direct correlation between the 
quality of the neighborhood in which 
a child walks to school every day and 
the academic performance of that 
school.  The stronger the neighbor-
hood, the stronger the school, and vice 
versa.

With your help, we can adopt a General 
Plan that places as much emphasis on 
improving our existing neighborhoods 
as it does planning for new neighbor-
hoods.  I invite you to take part in the 
final review of the 2035 General Plan. 
Copies of the document are available 
at Room 3043 at City Hall, at Fresno 
County Library’s Central Branch and 
online at www.fresno.gov/newplan. 
Help us plan a city that supports our 
neighborhood schools! 

Michael Hanson
Fresno Unified Superintendent

Message From The Mayor

Building Futures is a bi-monthly publication 
of Fresno Unified School District prepared by 
the Communications Office. To place an ad, 
contact (559) 457-3733 or email Communica-
tions@FresnoUnified.org.

See SUPT’S MESSAGE, Pg. 14

(See Pg. 15 for Superintendent’s Message in Spanish and Hmong)
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One of the most important responsi-
bilities of the Board of Education is 
to ensure that every student gradu-
ates college and career ready.  In the 
summer of 2008, the Fresno Unified 
Board of Education adopted the 
school accountability and data dash-
board policies.  These policies outline 
the key performance metrics that the 
district uses to assess overall perfor-
mance.  The basic objective is simple 
– as those metrics improve, so does 
the number of students who graduate 
college and career ready.

The primary metrics of the district’s 
dashboard include third, fifth and 
eighth grade reading and math results, 
graduation rates, standardized testing 
outcomes, suspensions, expulsions, 
student and parent survey responses, 
A-G completion, advanced place-
ment course taking and passing rates, 
fiscal and operational metrics, and 
human capital measures.  The simple 
use of the dashboard is to provide 
an overview of strategic measures 
to ensure that the district is making 
consistent and steady progress.  

That said, the board has realized that 
this framework, while broad, does not 
completely integrate all of the key 
variables that drive student success.

Thus the Board of Education 
along with the other members of 
the California Office to Reform 
Education (CORE) last year support-
ed the creation of the No Child Left 
Behind (NCLB) waiver accountabil-
ity system, which includes the five 
domains of Academic Performance 
and Growth, Academic Completion 
and Retention, Social Emotional, and 
Culture and Climate.  These indica-
tors integrate the equity and access 
theory of action and address long-
standing barriers to student success.   
The accountability system includes 
many of the initial district dashboard 
measures and additional measures that 
allow school leaders to target specific 
students more effectively.
It is important to note that the local 
Fresno community has been engaged 
in a regional success conversation as 
well.  This work culminated in the 
April 2014 launch of a community 
scorecard.  The Fresno Community 
Scorecard process was co-led by 
the Fresno Business Council and 
ValleyPBS, a partnership formed 
to raise awareness about important 
leading indicators for building a 

healthy, prosperous and sustainable 
community. The indicators cover a 
broad range of strategic focus areas 
including education, safe community, 
housing, equity, etc.  

From an education perspective, 
two Fresno Community Scorecard 
measures stand out.  In 2012, the share 
of Fresno County adults having earned 
a bachelor’s degree was estimated at 
12.8%, while the estimated share of 
the county population having earned 
a graduate degree was 5.8%.  At the 
other end of the spectrum, during 
the 2012-13 school year in Fresno 
County, the share of children entering 
kindergarten who were considered 
“ready to go” was 36.8%.  
Obviously, there are many milestones 
between preschool and college but 
there is an increasing understanding 
that early learning may be one of the 
most critical gateways to long-term 
academic success.  For example, by 
age 3, children from families with 
low levels of education have heard 30 
million fewer words than children of 
working class or professional parents.  
Correspondingly, there has been an 
increased focus on early learning 
spending at the federal, state and 
local levels.   For instance, next year’s 
California state budget includes $264 
million for early childhood education 
and Fresno Unified has approximately 
$7 million set aside for preschool 
children as well.
Thus, while there are many impor-
tant academic milestone metrics to 
measure including A-G completion, 
algebra success, and SAT scores, 
perhaps one of the most significant 
measures is early literacy.  This is one 
measure that everyone can impact 
through actions large and small.

The small act of reading a book to a 
preschool age child has the potential 
for large impact, particularly if we 
do this collectively as a community.  
Sometimes, the simplest acts have the 
largest rewards.  
So, take this call to action and find 
ways to routinely read books to a 
preschool aged child, whether it is 
one of your own children, a relative, 
a friend or any child in your circle of 
relationships.
The Board Sustainability Sub-Committee 
engages civic partners, provides an “on 
boarding” process for potential board 
members, and identifies additional board 
policy work to accelerate student achievement 
and engage community stakeholders.

Prior to the end of the 2013-14 school 
year, Fresno Unified introduced 
EduText, a new texting technology 
tool.  The tool provides parents/guard-
ians in grades 3-12 with daily text 
messages highlighting their child’s 
grades and attendance. 

In response to recommendations 
made by the Graduation Task Force, 
EduText was created in an effort to 
reduce the number of students with 
D’s and F’s.  The texting tool also 
offers parents/guardians an additional 
opportunity to engage daily in their 
student’s academic progress while 
allowing time to seek assistance if 
needed. With the positive response 
from parents and school sites, 

Antes de Terminar el año escolar 
2013-14, el Distrito Unificado de 
Fresno presentó EduText, una nueva 
herramienta tecnológica de texto. Esta 
herramienta proporciona mensajes 
de texto diarios a los padres o tutores 
de estudiantes del 3ro al 12vo grado, 
enfocándose en  las calificaciones y la 
asistencia de sus niños.  

En respuesta a las recomendaciones 

hechas por el Equipo de Trabajo para 
Graduación, EduText fue creada como 
un esfuerzo para reducir el número 
de estudiantes  con D’s y F’s. La 
herramienta de texto también ofrece 
a los padres o tutores una oportuni-
dad adicional de involucrarse en el 
progreso académico al mismo tiempo 

Board Sustainability Committee’s Message

Read a Book to a Child
EduText Kicks Off Again in September

EduText Inician Nuevamente en Septiembre

Community Medical Providers welcomes... 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Located at CMP West Site 
5715 N. West Ave #102, Fresno 

559-438-0800 

Charles Hung, MD 
Board Certified 

Internal Medicine 

Caring for you and your family 

ALL OPEN TO 
NEW PATIENTS 

Kimpreet Aulakh, MD 
Board Certified Internal Medicine 

 
Located at  
Northwest Medical Group 
4770 N Herndon Ave, Fresno 
559-271-6304 

Located at  
CMP Care Center North Suite 

1570 E. Herndon, Fresno 
(559) 437-7380 

Luis Martinez, MD 
Board Certified 
Family Practice 

Rowena Murthy, MD 
Board Certified      
Family Practice 

Wenjing Liu, MD, PhD 
Board Certified           
Family Practice 

Located at  
CMP Care Center South Suite 

1570 E. Herndon, Fresno 
(559) 437-7311 

See EduText Kicks, Pg. 9

See EduText Inician, Pg. 9
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Teaching Common Core Through Video

Teacher Academy Develops Outstanding Future Educators

Teachers in the Fresno Unified School 
District over the past two years have 
learned a great deal about the “what” 
and “why” of the new Common Core 
State Standards, but many were still 
seeking ways to apply the new knowl-
edge and wanted to see what Common 
Core instruction looked like in their 
own backyard.

Last fall, district leaders in the areas 
of Curriculum and Professional 
Learning moved quickly to create a 
plan for developing exemplar videos 
of Common Core instruction, featuring 
Fresno Unified teachers. 
In May, the district launched the new 
online Common Core Video Library, 
which now features over 20 videos.  
Each video consists of either a teaching 
practice or a lesson idea and includes 
downloadable materials, questions to 
consider, and a means for sharing and 
discussing the contents.

Viewers can even get in touch with the 
featured teacher to get more informa-
tion.  Videos are cataloged and search-
able by subject, grade level, and topic 
on a platform provided through the 
district’s partnership with Teaching 
Channel.
These videos provide teachers with 
lesson ideas and a variety of instruc-
tional practices, with a focus on one 
of the most challenging aspects of 

Common Core: increasing complex 
talk and complex tasks through reading, 
writing, listening and speaking in 
complex text. 
In one example, an elementary teacher 
shares specific ideas that foster 
student collaboration and discus-
sion.  In another example, a middle 
school teacher shows how complexity 
and rigor can be increased by using 
multiple resources across various 
forms of media, and then asks students 
to analyze and compare them. 

And in another video, a high school 
teacher demonstrates how students 
complete a culminating task at the 
end of a unit by collaborating in teams 
and tapping into previously learned 
concepts to solve a real-world problem.  
In addition to providing great examples 
of instruction, these videos also contain 
teacher interviews that provide further 
insight into the purpose, preparation 
and delivery of the lessons.
To see an example of these videos, 
visit go.fresnou.org/commoncore and 
learn how a middle school teacher 
uses a practice known as the “Socratic 
Seminar” to foster discussions around 
the theme of Anne Frank.  Moving into 
the new school year, the district plans 
to create more teaching videos and use 
them in an even more structured profes-
sional learning process to support the 
implementation of Common Core.  

Aspiring teacher Jessica Sepulveda is 
just starting her senior year at Duncan 
Polytechnical High School, but over 
the summer helped teach kindergart-
ners -- and got paid for the invaluable 
experience.
Jessica was among 13 Fresno Unified 
seniors and recent graduates who had 
the opportunity to work side-by-side 
with exemplary teachers in summer 
school through a new internship 
program added to the district’s Teacher 
Academy. 
Her experience helping to teach at Pyle 
Elementary School confirmed her love 
for working with children.

“It’s just a great career to take on,” 
Jessica said.

The program not only gives students 
a head-start on a teaching career, but 
is helping Fresno Unified develop a 
pipeline of highly qualified teacher 
candidates from among its own 

students. This fall, McLane and 
Roosevelt high schools will launch 
Teacher Academy programs, joining 

Jessica Sepulveda, senior at Duncan Polytechnical High School, works with Bri-
anna Soto, left, and Dominick Rivera as a Teacher Academy intern at Pyle El-
ementary School’s Extended Learning summer program.

the existing programs at Duncan 
Polytechnical and Sunnyside high 
schools.
“The Teacher Academy exposes 
students to a career in education by 
offering real-world learning opportuni-
ties that allow students to learn through 
meaningful work-based experiences,” 
said Kristen Boroski, Career Readiness 
director. “This program outlines 
the steps to becoming a successful 
educator and provides a clear bridge to 
employment in Fresno Unified School 
District.”

Teacher Susan McCloskey, oversee-
ing intern Kazoua Thao, said she was 
amazed at the teaching skills Kazoua, 
as a high school senior, already has: 
“I’m floored. She’s so prepared to 
work with kids.”
The Teacher Academy is a collabora-
tion between the district’s Human 
Resources, Teacher Development, and 
College and Career Readiness depart-
ments, and was initially launched by 
Human Resources as a strategy for 
Fresno Unified to “grow its own” 
outstanding teachers. About 160 
students from Duncan and Sunnyside 
high schools were involved in the 
program last year.
Once students graduate from Fresno 
Unified, they have the opportunity to 
join the Teaching Fellows program, part 
of the district’s Transition to Teaching 
(T2T). The Teaching Fellows program 
at California State University, Fresno 
is one of several pipelines that provides 
additional support and early fieldwork 
experiences for future teachers.

Teacher Academy graduates can also 
choose to pursue jobs assisting in class-
rooms as a paraprofessional for Fresno 
Unified through the Paraprofessional 
Academy, another T2T program. 
Recruitment for Teacher Academy 
is on-going and students interested 
are encouraged to speak with their 
counselor.

https://www.facebook.com/fresnounifiedpage
https://twitter.com/fresnounified
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fresnounified
http://vimeo.com/channels/fresnounified
http://www.fresnounified.org/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.transitionschildrensservices.org/
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EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

Beverly Eastman is a paraeducator 
working with students with autism at 
Greenberg Elementary School and in 
the after-school program. She receives 
high praise from Greenberg Principal 
Bonifacio Sanchez: “Beverly is a 
team player who works well with indi-
viduals on campus. Her passion and 
attitude are contagious and encourages 
everyone to be successful.”

How did you become a paraeducator?
I was working in group homes before I 
was a paraeducator. My sister said that 

kids benefited from the love I 
gave them and there are many 
in Fresno Unified who needed 
that.  When I started working in 

special education classrooms I 
could see that this was the place 

I needed to be.  I have worked 
with many children and each one has 

impacted my life.

Have you always worked with 
children with autism, and what is 
that like?

I started working with kids who are 
orthopedically impaired at Sunnyside 
High School.  Then I transferred to 
Greenberg and started working with 
children with autism.  At first I was 
in a Special Day Class working with 
kids who were on the more severe side 
of the spectrum.  Then Mrs.  Jeanne 
Butler and Mrs. Katie Russell saw 
something in me and encouraged me 
to come to the Inclusion Program.

Working with students who have 
autism has opened my eyes to see 
things in a new way.  I am amazed at 
the abilities that these students have.  
One of my students will explain some-
thing to me and I learn from what they 
have to teach me. They are funny, 
caring, smart, and I feel like they enjoy 
being with me, and I with them.  

What are your biggest challenges?
My biggest challenge is not having 
enough time in the day to feel like I 
have been successful in meeting each 
of my student’s individual needs.

What are your biggest rewards?
I have an amazing boss, Mrs. Janine 
Wilkinson, and we have an amazing 
team.  We all respect one another and 
we push each other to do our best and 
meet our students’ needs.  When we 
see the growth that our students have 
made, that is such an amazing reward.

When you go to work each day, what 
do you hope to accomplish?

I hope to fill each student’s “cup” as 
high as I can fill it.  Working in inclu-
sion, I also work closely with typically 
developing students, and I try to fill 
their “cups” as well.  I try to fill them 
with love, confidence, and help them 
feel accomplished.  
Tell us something most people don’t 
know about you.

I am a very good cook.  I love to cook 
for my family.  When I see people 
enjoying the food I have prepared for 
them, it gives me a feeling of joy and 
makes me happy.  I had planned to 
become a chef when I was younger, but 
God had other plans.

Elva Carlos -- science teacher, campus 
culture director, instructional lead 
teacher, and Academic Decathlon 
coach -- will begin her eighth year at 
Cambridge High School this academic 
year. Carlos was selected as the High 
School Teacher of the Year during 
the past school year as part of Fresno 
Unified’s Excellence in Education 
awards.

What is your background and how 
did you come to be a teacher?

I was born and raised in Salinas. My 
parents were strawberry growers and I 
was raised in the fields. After earning 
my bachelor’s degree, I worked as a 
physical therapy aide where I realized, 
it wasn’t what I had hoped. After substi-
tuting in several schools, I realized 
I liked working with high school 
students and then worked on getting 
my teaching credential and master’s 
degree. I never thought becoming a 
teacher would be so rewarding. I really 
enjoy going to work every morning 
to see my students. It was the best 

decision in my life.

What do you enjoy about teaching at 
Cambridge?

I really enjoy making connections with 
students. At Cambridge, it seems many 
students just want a second chance and 
need someone to support them. That 
is where I come in. They do put in a 
lot of time and effort to earn credits. 
They don’t give up and that is what 
I like about Cambridge. They really 
work hard and it is wonderful to see 
them graduate. It is more meaningful 
to them and to know I was a part of 
their accomplishment is what makes 
teaching at Cambridge enjoyable.
What are your strategies for encour-
aging your students?

Show you care and never give up, even 
if you think your student has given up. 
I am always walking around asking 
students if they need help or if they did 
not understand the lesson. I don’t wait 
for them to ask me. I also do my best to 
give them positive feedback. This goes 

a long way.
In regards to instruc-
tional strategies, I 
have the students 
take a question-
naire on their 
learning style 
and do my best 
to modify my 
lessons to meet 
their needs. I try 
to incorporate 
every modality 
in my units so the 
students will enjoy 
completing assignments 
as well as learn the content.

What are the biggest obstacles your 
students face?

Credits, credits, credits. My students 
need credits. In order to recover the 
credits they need to graduate, my 
students take their regular classes at 
Cambridge, sixth period (extra class), 
night school, Saturday school and even 
summer school. It seems they are in 
school for two years straight, but it is 
worth it at the end. They appreciate the 
opportunities Cambridge gave them to 
recover their credits. 

If you couldn’t be a 
teacher, what would 

you do?

If I couldn’t be a 
teacher, I would 
probably do 
something where 
I was helping 
others. It could 
be something in 

the medical field, 
social work or 

something in educa-
tion, like tutoring. But 

to be honest, I can’t see 
myself in anything else but 

as an educator.

What is your dream vacation?
My dream vacation would be to go for 
a month to Spain and travel around the 
country. I love the culture, food and 
even the lifestyle. I would love to learn 
how to dance Flamenco, watch a bull-
fight and learn to make tapas. I would 
also love to see the work of Pablo 
Picasso and see many of his famous art 
pieces. 

Cambridge Teacher Never
Gives up on Students

Greenberg Paraeducator Fills Her Students’ Cups

https://www.facebook.com/fresnounifiedpage
https://twitter.com/fresnounified
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fresnounified
http://vimeo.com/channels/fresnounified
http://www.fresnounified.org/Pages/Default.aspx
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While he was alive, Central Fish Co. owner Akira Yokomi 
resisted suggestions that he move his store out of Fresno’s 
Chinatown, preferring to support the city’s core communities 
and efforts to rebuild downtown.

Eighteen years after his untimely death, Yokomi’s support 
for Fresno’s inner-city lives on with a gift of $409,776 to 
Yokomi Elementary School, the downtown campus named 
for him. The couple’s nephew, Ernie Doizaki, presented a 
check from the estate of Mr. Yokomi and his wife, Nofuko, 
on June 25 during an emotional gathering at Yokomi 
Elementary School. On hand were students, staff, family and 
friends of the Yokomis, and employees from Central Fish.

“I know my aunt and uncle would be extremely proud of 
what [the staff] has created,” Doizaki said.

The school opened on Aug. 22, 2005, honoring Yokomi’s 
legacy as a respected businessman, longtime community 
leader and advocate for education. Nofuko Yokomi, also 
well known in the community, passed away in October 
2013. The gift comes to Yokomi Elementary following the 
settlement of the Yokomi estate.
 “This generous and thoughtful gift to our school certainly 
reflects the appreciation the Yokomi family has for naming 
a school in honor of a beloved family member and respected 
member of the downtown community,” said Yokomi 
Principal Bruce Thele.
He said the school will engage the family, staff, and 
community in generating ideas for how to use the Yokomis’ 
gift on “opportunities for students they wouldn’t normally 
have.”

“This truly is a gift that keeps on giving for years to come,” 
Thele said.

Yokomi is a magnet school with an emphasis on technology 
and science and a partnership with nearby Community 
Regional Medical Center to support student learning. The 
campus has flourished as both a neighborhood school and a 
popular choice of families from throughout Fresno.
“The mission, the vision of the school is coming through and 
it’s quite exciting,” Thele said. “This endowment, incredibly 
generous endowment, still has our heads spinning.

“This will just propel us faster, further and way into the 
future in terms of what we want for our students.”

Numerous studies indicate that children who 
receive a high-quality preschool education are 
better prepared for kindergarten and beyond.  
Fresno Unified’s Early Learning Department 
provides a comprehensive pre-kindergarten 
(preschool) program for children turning 4 on or 
before September 1, 2014.
Children attend a daily, three-hour program 
designed to develop the academic and social-
emotional skills needed for success, with 
numerous opportunities for children to engage 
with peers and adults. For many children, 
preschool is their first experience in a structured 
setting with teachers and other children. 
Fresno Unified has made a commitment to 
placing a greater focus on preschool education 
by expanding the number of spaces available to 
Fresno children.  All families are encouraged 
to enroll their child as all programs are not 
income-based.  Income verification is part of 
the enrollment process but does not determine 
whether a child will be enrolled. Currently, there 
are over 2,800 seats available for the 2014-15 

academic year at approximately 59 elementary 
school sites.  

Families will discover that preschool offers an 
opportunity to learn to follow instruction, to 
share, and to begin building a strong foundation 
for learning.   

Yokomi Estate Bestows

Gift on Namesake School

Why is High-Quality Preschool Important?

From left, Yokomi Elementary School students Isabella 
Gallegos, Ashley Franco, Angelina Servantes, Antonio Mi-
jangos, Diego Ramirez, Tamara Franco, Aileen Navarrete, 
Graciela De La Cerda, Sergio Romero, and Ehren Graff cel-
ebrate the Yokomi estate’s gift to the school June 25. In the 
back, from left, is trustee Christopher De la Cerda, Principal 
Bruce Thele, and Ernie Doizaki.

Young learners at Vang Pao Elementary School 
entertain a group of Hmong leaders visiting the 
campus in April as part of an outreach effort from 
the district’s Early Learning Office to encourage 
families to enroll their children in pre-kindergar-
ten (preschool).  

There is no deadline for preschool enrollment. Space is available to all Fresno children 
until filled. Interested families can contact Fresno Unified’s Early Learning Department 
at (559) 457-3410 or (559) 457-3684. 

Preschool promotes language and cognitive skills: Preschool-age children’s language skills are 
nurtured in a “language-rich” environment. Between the ages of 3 and 5, a child’s vocabulary grows 
from 900 to 2,500 words, and their sentences become longer and more complex. In the preschool learning 
environment, teachers help children stretch their language skills by asking thought-provoking questions 
and introducing new vocabulary during science, art, snack time, and other activities. Children have many 
opportunities to sing, talk about favorite read-aloud books, and act out stories.

Preschool activities boost pre-math and early literacy skills: Young children show growing interest 
in pre-math and pre-literacy skills. They are curious and observant, and they want to be competent in 
the skills that their families and society value — such as reading the instructions for assembling a toy, or 
selecting the correct bills or coins to pay for a purchase. To prepare children for the academic demands of 
kindergarten, teachers offer a wide variety of games and activities that help children acquire the pre- math 
and early literacy skills.

Preschool promotes social and emotional development: In order to learn, young children need to feel 
cared for and secure with a teacher or caregiver. In a high-quality preschool setting, a 4-year-old child is 
able to spend time away from parents and build trusting relationships with adults outside of the family. 
High-quality preschool programs nurture warm relationships among children, teachers and families. 

Preschool helps develop motor skills: Children in preschool are in motion for a good part of the day.  
High-quality preschool programs provide various opportunities for children to run, climb, and play 
active games. To help children develop fine motor skills, a variety of activities to build their hand-eye 
coordination and balance are included daily, such as threading beads or cutting with scissors. 

Preschool teachers nurture a child’s curiosity: Teachers observe, ask questions and listen to children’s 
ideas during these activities. “Correct” answers are not the goal. To nurture their curiosity and motivation 
to learn, teachers use children’s interests and ideas to create activities. 

Preschoolers learn to make choices and interact with others: Children have several choices of activities 
that are of interest to him or her. Teachers are alert to a child who can’t figure out how to enter other 
children’s play and may offer him suggestions on ways to join the group. Throughout their school years, 
much of children’s learning will take place in the company of their peers. In a high-quality preschool 
program, children are introduced to the behaviors required to function successfully in a kindergarten 
classroom. For example, during group activities such as “circle time,” children learn to focus attention 
on the teacher, listen while others are speaking, and wait their turn to talk.

https://www.facebook.com/fresnounifiedpage
https://twitter.com/fresnounified
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fresnounified
http://vimeo.com/channels/fresnounified
http://www.fresnounified.org/Pages/Default.aspx
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Continued on Page 9

Thirty-eight of Fresno Unified’s 
most deserving graduates head off 
to college this fall with the support 
of $68,000 in scholarships from the 
Fresno Unified Scholarship Fund.
The scholarships, which range from 
$1,000 to $3,000, were awarded to 
students from 12 district high schools. 
This year’s amount surpasses the 
$42,000 in scholarships awarded 
in 2013-14. The scholarship fund 
is generously supported by Fresno 
Unified employees and members of 
the community. 

The Fresno Unified Scholarship 
Fund first awarded scholarships in 
2009 and has over the past six years 
awarded more than $140,000 in schol-
arships. To give to the fund, call (559) 
248-7463.
The 2014 scholarship winners were:
Bullard High School:   
Ayasha Hunley, $2,500; Lucy 
Ramirez, $2,500; Crystal Enriquez, 
$1,000; Cecilia Lizrth Reyes-
Almarez, $1,000
Cambridge High School:  
Charlie Guzman, $1,000

Design Science: Jessica Morales, 
$2,500; Giovanni E. Pacheco, $1,000

DeWolf High School:    
Paul Cisneros, $1,000

Duncan High School:   
Albert Agabekyan, $2,500;  
Nancy Rodriguez, $1,000

Edison High School: Dee Dee 
Thao, $3,000; Maijoua Vang, $2,500; 
Rosario Ramirez, $2,500; Khyri 
Brown, $1,000; Zoua Vang, $1,000

Fresno High School:   
Victoria Vu, $2,500; Luis Wiley, 
$2,500; Connie Silva, $1,000; Maria 
Mendoza, $1,000

Hoover High School: Christi Xiong, 
$2,500; Thomas Mertens, $2,500; 
Octavio Garcia Farfan, $1,000; 
Breanna Deleon, $1,000

J.E. Young Education Center:  
Seth-Michael Duran, $1,000

McLane High School:   
Mai Thao Lee, $2,500; Andy Vang, 
$2,500; Vincent Contreras, $1,000; 
Stephanie Thai, $1,000

Roosevelt High School: Jasmin 
Ledesma, $2,500; Jacquelyn 
Morelos, $2,500; DeShawn Wright, 
$1,000; Angel Andres Garcia, $1,000

Sunnyside High School: Imari 
Jahiya Reynolds, $3,000; Lisa Yang, 
$3,000; Delia Sharon Marie Hill, 
$2,500; Linda Moua, $2,500; Pa Kov 
Chang, $1,000; Pedro Gomez, $1,000

With the start of the new academic 
year, approximately 60 students from 
Tehipite Middle School will continue 
on to Fresno Unified high schools as 
part of Steve’s Scholars, a college 
incentive project launched through 
the generosity of a Fresno couple.
Several Steve’s Scholars shared with 
board members at the June 18 meeting 
that the program has pushed them to 
excel. As members of the program’s 
first cohort promoted to high school, 
they represent a milestone in the 
program.
“We have been inspired and motivat-
ed for a better future,” said Azucena 
Ramirez, who will be a freshman at 
Sunnyside High School.

Murray and Francine Farber launched 
the project in 2012, gifting the district 
with a $1 million endowment fund for 
a scholarship program in memory of 
their son, Steven. 
To be eligible for the Steve’s Scholars 
program students need to be enrolled 
for the majority of their middle school 
years at Tehipite and promoted from 
Tehipite, maintain a 95% attendance 
rate, have a 3.0 cumulative GPA, take 
A-G college entrance courses, and 
complete required community service 

hours.  In high school, they must 
continue to meet all the requirements 
and be on track to graduate.  

The scholars, who provided over 30 
service hours each to the Tehipite 
community, spent Mondays tending 
the Steve’s Scholar’s Community 
Garden, growing vegetables that 
reflected the different cultures of the 
neighborhood and sharing vegetables 
with the afterschool cooking classes 
and school families. Many of the 
scholars also joined with school staff 
and Rotary members in planting more 
than 175 plants on campus.
In addition to increasing school and 
community engagement, the Steve’s 
Scholars program placed an increased 
emphasis on academics and height-
ened students’ awareness of good 
attendance, said Tehipite Principal 
Yvonne Zysling. The year-end cumu-
lative attendance data for Tehipite was 
94.2%, just shy of meeting the district 
attendance goal of 95%.  Zysling said 
attendance, called out daily, increased 
3% over the previous year. One 
student improved from 3.17 GPA in 
the seventh grade to a 3.94 GPA in the 
eighth grade.

Students Awarded $68,000 in 
Fresno Unified Scholarships 

First Group of Steve’s Scholars 

Heads to High School

Tehipite Principal Yvonne Zisling, left, gathers with Steve’s Scholars students, 
back, Kevin Gaxiola and Marco Peredes and front, Dianna Campos and Azu-
cena Ramirez, and benefactors Murray and Francine Farber at the June 18 
board meeting.

Sunnyside High School graduate Lisa Yang is congratulated by Board Presi-
dent Valerie Davis and Superintendent Michael Hanson May 28 as a Fres-
no Unified Scholarship Fund recipient, with Dee Dee Thao from Edison High 
School in the background.  

https://www.facebook.com/fresnounifiedpage
https://twitter.com/fresnounified
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fresnounified
http://vimeo.com/channels/fresnounified
http://www.fresnounified.org/Pages/Default.aspx
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The Transfers and School Choice 
Office has moved to the south-
east corner of First Street and East 
Hampton Way, and Student Records 
has moved to the first floor of the 
Education Center at Tulare and M 
streets.
For the Transfers Office, the new 
phone number is (559) 248-7538 
and the mailing address is 4120 N. 

First St., Fresno, CA 93726. The 
office is open from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. weekdays. The Transfers Office 
provides magnet, intra-district and 
inter-district transfers for students not 
living within the attendance boundar-
ies of the school or district they wish 
to attend. Parents may visit the office 
to request a transfer outside of their 
student’s attendance area.  

For Student Records, the phone 
number remains (559) 457-3362. 
The mailing address is 2309 Tulare 
St., Fresno, CA 93721. For in-person 
requests, a Student Records window 
is located next to the Payroll Office 
in the lobby area of the Education 
Center. The window is open from 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Guillermo Serna was 
a self-described “lazy” 
student when he arrived 
at Cambridge High 
School during the last 
school year, seeking an 
alternative to regular high 
school and an avenue to 
recover credits and get 
back on track to graduate.

He expects to reach 
his goals this academic 
year, and credits 
part of his success to 
getting involved in the 
school’s Cambridge Inks 
T-shirt screen printing 
studio. Students taking 
Cambridge’s small 
business management 
and marketing classes 
practice the skills they 
are learning by operating 
Cambridge Inks, Fresno 
Unified’s only licensed 
screen printing studio. 

The studio takes orders 
from other Fresno Unified 
schools and departments 
as well as from customers 
in the community.
“They learn how to run their own 
business, what it takes, how to set 
it up, and they get hands-on experi-
ence,” said teacher Carren McDaniel. 
“My goal is to not only teach them a 
trade but the skills and attitude it takes 
to maintain a job in the real world.”
Guillermo, 17, is learning the skills 
he will need to achieve his dream of 
someday operating his own mechanic 
shop. 

“It’s helping me understand situations 
in the real workplace. I like coming to 
school. This is the reason,” he said.

Cambridge Inks is about to start its 
third year in operation but has big 

plans for this coming academic year. 
Students will learn to use an embroi-
dery machine, adding that capabil-
ity to the existing screen printing and 
“blinging” design options. The school 
will also be increasing its marketing 
efforts.
Profits from Cambridge Inks go right 
back into the school for its rewards 
program, field trips and other needs. 

Cambridge High is an alternative high 
school focused on providing students 
who have dropped out of school or 
fallen behind in credits an opportu-
nity to recover credits and earn their 
high school diploma and prepare 
for college and career. The staff has 
developed highly effective ways to 

support students, including encourag-
ing activities outside the classroom, 
such as Academic Decathlon. 
Cambridge Principal Pete Pulos said 
the screen-printing program provides 
students with experiences beyond a 
regular class setting: “It’s designed 
to give students exposure to all 
aspects necessary for running a small 
business.”

Transfers Office and Student Records Have Moved 

Shirt Screen Printing Business Fits Cambridge High to a “T”

“There are many more stories of 
students that have been impacted 
by this program,” Zysling said. “We 
are excited to see the class of 2018 
promoted to high school.”
The Farbers hope the project’s success 
encourages other local donors to 
develop similar programs to motivate 
students: “We are optimistic and 
excited that Steve’s Scholars is making 
a difference in the lives of a number of 
students.”
A kick-off assembly for the start of the 
third year of the program will be held 
Sept. 11 with Superintendent Michael 
Hanson as the keynote speaker. 

To order from Cambridge Inks 
screen printing studio:

(559) 253-6567 or
carren.mcdaniel@fresnounified.org

Cambridge High School student Jerry Valencia works on a T-shirt printing job at the school’s 
screen printing studio, learning valuable lessons about managing and marketing a small 
business.

Continued from Page 8

EduText is slated to kick off again in 
mid-September.

For parents/guardians not yet connect-
ed with EduText, information and 
parent resources are available on the 
district’s website, www.fresnounified.
org under the parent tab.   Acquiring 
access to the new technology tool is 
simple but requires parents/guardians 
to have an updated cell phone number 
in the district’s ATLAS parent portal. 
Parents/guardians are encouraged to 
visit http://go.fresnou.org/parents to 
ensure their contact information is 
current. Regular text messaging fees 
may apply.

que brinda la ayuda necesaria. Con la 
respuesta positiva de los padres y de 
las escuelas, EduText está programada 
para iniciar nuevamente a  mediados de 
septiembre.  
Para los padres o tutores que todavía 
no están conectados con EduText, 
les comunicamos que información y 
recursos para padres están disponibles 
en la página del distrito www.fres-
nounified.org  bajo el área de parents. 
Obteniendo acceso a la nueva herra-
mienta tecnológica es simple pero 
requiere que los padres o tutores tengan 
un número de teléfono celular actu-
alizado en el portal de ATLAS para 
padres. Se invita a los padres o tutores 
a visitar  http://go.fresnou.org/parents  
para asegurar que su información de 
contacto es la correcta. Se pueden 
aplicar cuotas regulares de mensajes de 
texto. 

EduText Kicks 
Continued from page 4

EduText Inician 
Continued from page 4
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www.cullinaneducation.com • jc43learn@aol.com

8485 N. Fresno Street, Suite 104 • Fresno

11
42

55
8-

01

Cullinan Education center is NOT Lindamood-Bell Processes nor is it affiliated with, certified, endorsed, 
licensed, monitored or sponsored by Lindamood-Bell, Nanci Bell, Phyllis Lindamood or Pat Lindamood. 
Lindamood-Bell in no way endorses or monitors the services provided by Cullinan Education center.

• One-on-one instruction

•   Teachers are degreed, credentialed and/or 
certified Academic Language Therapists

•  Orton Gillingham, Lindamood Bell and 
Making Math Real® programs

•  Consistently rated “excellent” in parent surveys

•  Partnership with Fresno County Office of 
Education - Cyber High Online Curriculum for 
high school students who are behind in credits

Specialists in helping students close 
achievement gaps for 24 years in 
reading • writing • math

• (559) 635-7601
VISALIA

(559) 435-3276
FRESNO

Alfredo Vasquez of Sunnyside High School 
gears up for the coming football season dur-
ing the summer passing league. 
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http://www.cullinaneducation.com/
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Work is underway at Bullard High 
School in preparation for a two-story 
academic building with 24 classrooms, 
the start of a project that will bring 
dramatic changes to the campus.
The classroom building will be located 
on the south side of the campus adjacent 
to the Barstow Avenue parking lot.  

The Bullard High project is part of 
$130 million in Measure Q projects 
completed or underway throughout 
the district following the community’s 
overwhelming support for the bond 
measure in November 2010. Measure 
Q projects are providing better teaching 
and learning environments, a boost to 
the local economy, and reinvestment in 
Fresno neighborhoods.

“We could not be more excited about 
these improvements to our campus,” 
said Principal Brian Beck. “When 
this project is complete, we will have 
brand-new, state-of-the-art classrooms 
for our students and staff, and a clean, 
modern look for the entrance to our 
campus that is inviting and projects 
success.”

The first phase of the three-phase 
Bullard project includes the construc-
tion of the new classroom building 
targeted for completion in late 2015.  
During Phase 2, the octagon-shaped 
Walker Building off Palm Avenue will 
be demolished, as well as the existing 
administration and counseling build-
ings to accommodate construction of a 
new administration building and library 

expansion. The modern building, with 
a raised relief mascot sculpture and 
signage, will create a clean, contempo-
rary entrance. 
Also during Phase 2, four portable 
classroom buildings and a portion of 
the former shop area will be demolished 
to make way for the north academic 
building with 15 classrooms, includ-
ing three career technology education 
classrooms. 
During Phase 3, all portable classrooms 
off Barstow will be removed and a 
new parking lot and plant operations/
maintenance building constructed. All 
phases are expected to be done by the 
spring/summer of 2017.

The project will also include construc-
tion of a new quad area and visitor 
parking lot off of Palm at the front of 
the school, and upgrades to existing 
and installing of new surveillance 
systems and devices to enhance site 
security. 
All classroom buildings will be solar 
ready and designed to utilize as much 
natural light as possible. The project 
also incorporates and consolidates the 
site’s low voltage systems to simplify 
future upgrades in technology. 
Other Measure Q projects around the 
district recently completed, under 
construction, or soon to begin construc-
tion include:

* Baird Middle School: Construction 
on gym underway; planning 
underway for a classroom building. 

* DeWolf/Design Science campus: 
Construction is underway for a new 
classroom building and renovation 
of multipurpose building.

* Edison High School:  New pool 
targeted for construction in late 
summer 2014.

* Hoover High School: Construction 
of new pool targeted to start late fall 
2014.  

* McLane High School: Construction 
underway on a new classroom 
building. 

* Sequoia Middle School: School-
wide modernization is underway. 

Measure Q Work Begins at Bullard High

An architectural rendering shows the design of the new administration, expanded library, and career center that will provide 
a new inviting entrance to the campus on Palm Avenue.

As part of $130 million in Measure Q projects throughout the district, construction is 
underway on a new gym at Baird Middle School on the south side of the campus.

Construction is underway on a new three-story classroom building at McLane 
High School. Construction is scheduled to be complete by August 2015.

https://www.facebook.com/fresnounifiedpage
https://twitter.com/fresnounified
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fresnounified
http://vimeo.com/channels/fresnounified
http://www.fresnounified.org/Pages/Default.aspx
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As we embark on another school year, 
most children are excited to meet new 
teachers, reunite with old friends and 
learn new classroom material. But for 
others, the start of the school year can 
be filled with difficulty and distrac-
tions – especially for those children 
who struggle to breathe each day. 

Coughing, wheezing, shortness of 
breath and tightening of the chest are 
just some of the problems faced by 
children with asthma. 

Asthma is one of the most serious 
chronic diseases facing children today. 
Here in Fresno County, nearly 20% of 
children are battling this disease, much 
higher than anywhere else in the state. 
Nationally, asthma continues to be a 
leading public health concern, account-
ing for more than 15 million physician 
office visits a year and nearly 2 million 
visits to the emergency room.

As a pediatrician at Kaiser Permanente 
Fresno, I encounter children everyday 
who are dealing with this chronic 

condition. For some, the disease can 
drastically impact their quality of life 
if not managed well. Some children 
can’t play sports. Others have difficul-
ty sleeping. A few suffer from severe 
asthma attacks requiring frequent visits 
to the doctor or even the emergency 
room. 

Kaiser Permanente Fresno is committed 
to helping those with asthma manage 
their disease. Last year, we provided a 
$50,000 grant to Fresno Unified for an 
asthma management program, which 
included educating asthmatics and 
their parents at eight middle schools, 
covering the cost of some nurses, and 
providing 2,200 spacer devices to 
help children who use inhalers better 
manage the disease at home.
As an organization, Kaiser Permanente 
Fresno hopes to continue partner-
ing with Fresno Unified on finding 
ways to help students better manage 
this serious disease and improve the 
overall health of our community.  
 
Asthma occurs when the immune 
system is overactive in the lungs. The 
swelling and inflammation that occurs 
in the airways makes it difficult to 
breathe. When asthma flares up, the 
airways become narrower keeping the 
air from passing through easily. This is 
what makes it difficult for children to 
breathe. 

These flare-ups are commonly called 
asthma attacks. 

Asthma affects everyone differently. 
Some children may grow out of it, but 
for others, it can be a lifelong battle. 
For some, it can be a distraction in the 
classroom. Others with more frequent 

attacks can have multiple absences and 
miss valuable classroom time. 

Preventing asthma flare-ups or an attack 
is not easy. But there are some ways to 
manage your child’s asthma. It’s impor-
tant to be aware of those triggers that 
can make your child’s asthma worse.  
 
These triggers can include: 
Irritants in the air, such as cigarette 
smoke or other air pollution. Do not 
expose your child to tobacco smoke. 

Things your child is allergic to, such as 
pet dander, dust mites, cockroaches, or 
pollen. Taking allergy medicines may 
help your child. 

Exercise. Ask your doctor about using 
an inhaler before exercise if this is a 
trigger for your child’s asthma. 

Other irritants such as dry, cold air; a 
respiratory infection; or some medi-
cines, including aspirin. Try not to 
have your child exercise outside when 
it is cold and dry. Talk to your doctor 
about how to prevent some common 
infections. And ask about what medi-
cines your child should avoid.

One of the best ways to help your child 
with asthma is to educate yourself and 
your child about this disease. Learning 
how to manage asthma, taking the 
medicine a doctor prescribes and 
knowing the triggers of this disease 
can help your child breathe easier this 
school year.

For more information regarding asthma 
and proper ways to use inhalers, please 
visit my website at http://mydoctor.
kaiserpermanente.org/ncal/provider/
aimeesimbre

By Aimee Simbre, MD,
Pediatrician at Kaiser Permanente 

Fresno

Breathing Easier this School Year

greater stability in the surrounding neighborhoods. 

“There’s going to be a lot going on there, before school, 
during school, afterschool, on the weekends…so that people 
can really see this school as the center of the community,” 
said Superintendent Michael Hanson.

The school is aptly named for Rutherford B. Gaston Sr., 
Fresno Unified’s first African-American principal who was 
also a revered community activist. Mr. Gaston passed away 
at age 91 in 2012, a month after the Board of Education 
announced it would name the new middle school for him.
The campus features a modern, two-story design with a 
foyer entrance, a 36-classroom academic wing with large 
windows and natural light, short-throw projectors, envi-
ronmentally friendly polished concrete floors, and career 

education technology classrooms with student conference 
rooms for collaborative work and roll-up doors providing 
easy access to the outside for projects that require more 
space – a first for Fresno Unified. 
A unique presentation hall provides seating for 100 with 
built-in audio-visual equipment, theater seating and 
moveable table tops so students can take notes. The room 
will also be ideal for hosting special community meetings 
when needed.
The campus offers a gymnasium with locker rooms, a snack 
bar and three practice courts, as well as expansive outdoor 
athletic fields, outside amphitheater and band rooms. 

When students return home from their first day at Gaston, 
Principal Gonzalez hopes they feel a part of something life-
changing: “We’re part of something bigger than ourselves, 
we’re part of a different community now, we’re part of a 
community called Gaston.”

The budget provides:
• A high school redesign that signif-

icantly expands career technical 
education programs and adds 
counselors at every high school

• Lower class sizes in kindergar-
ten through grade 3 to reach an 
average of 24 students per teacher

• Increased funds for school 
site allocations, after-school 
programs, and extra-curricular 
activities

• An expanded Phoenix Academy 
community day school program

• Improved campus safety and 
security by adding and updating 
high-definition, infrared cameras 
on campuses and improving 
lighting on middle and high 
school campuses, as well as 
providing additional campus 
safety assistants

• Forty additional custodians 
districtwide, plus an additional 
grounds maintenance crew

• Increased social/emotional coun-
selors at middle schools and child 
welfare specialists at elementary 
schools

Through additional funding provided 
by the Local Control Funding 
Formula, the district has increased 
support to English learners, foster 
students, and low-income students. 
The district will strengthen its efforts 
to increase graduation rates for all 
students.

Additionally, the district will expand 
restorative discipline practices at 
several schools, begin restorative 
practices at several school sites, and 
increase bilingual school site staff to 
better serve students and families. 

GASTON MIDDLE 
Continued from page 1

BUDGET 
Continued from page 1

First day of school: Aug. 18, 2014

Thanksgiving break: Nov. 24-28, 2014

Winter break: Dec. 22-Jan. 9, 2015

Spring break: March 30-April 6, 2015

Last day of school: June 11, 2015

Important Dates 

2014-15 Academic Year
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DISTRICT ROUNDUP

McLane Teacher Attends 
C-SPAN Conference  
William Mitchell, a social studies 
teacher at McLane High School, was 
one of 32 educators from across the 
country selected to attend C-SPAN 
Classroom’s 2014 Educators’ 
Conference in Washington, D.C. July 
10-11. Mitchell said he came away 
with a number of tools to make learning 
more relevant for students, including 
how to search, create and archive clips 
for the classroom using C-SPAN’s 
entire catalog of video footage -- 
everything it has aired since 1987. He 
also learned more about C-SPAN’s 
annual student documentary contest, 
which could be an incredible oppor-
tunity for students. Mitchell competed 
against applicants from around the 
nation for the all-expense paid confer-
ence, geared toward helping teachers 
provide a clearer understanding of 
how the federal government works, 
the history of the United States, and 
current events. 

Edison Coach Selected as 
The Bee’s Track Coach of the 
Year 
Edison High School’s Danny Alberty 
was selected in June by The Fresno 
Bee as its Track and Field Coach of the 
Year after his boys team won its fourth 
Central Section title in 11 years and 
placed fourth in the state.  

Manchester GATE Student 
Performs at Carnegie Hall
Hasina Torres, a recent sixth-grader at 
Manchester GATE School now headed 
to Computech Middle School, was 
among the approximately 150 students 
selected through a rigorous process 
to play at Carnegie Hall for the 2014 
Middle School Honors Performance 
Series June 25-28. Hasina was seated 
fifth among 14 cellists based on her 
preparation. The Carnegie series 
showcased the most talented student 
performers in grades 6-8 from across 

the United States, Canada, and select 
international schools. Hasina maintains 
a 4.0 GPA, participates in school sports 
and plays saxophone in the school jazz 
band.

Burroughs Wins Recycling 
Reward
Burroughs Elementary School  received 
more than $2,000 in July for collecting 
18,000 Capri Sun drink pouches to be 
recycled in TerraCycle’s Drink Pouch 
Brigade contest. The Drink Pouch 
Brigade program rewards participants 
for collecting and sending waste to 

TerraCycle for recycling. Participants 
can win prizes like park benches, 
recycling bins or even a playground 
through the program, which began in 
September 2013.

Roosevelt, Tioga Earn 
Afterschool Program Awards
The afterschool programs at Roosevelt 
High School and Tioga Middle School 
were among six Central Valley after-
school programs the Learning in 
Afterschool & Summer Project recog-
nized for creating quality learning 
environments for students. To qualify, 
programs voluntarily submitted docu-
ments to a review committee and 
agreed to host an observation team 
of youth and adults. The observation 
teams examined whether learning 
opportunities were active, collabora-
tive, meaningful, supported mastery, 
and expanded the horizons of the 
participants. Roosevelt’s program was 
deemed exemplar in four areas and 
Tioga’s program exemplar in three 
areas. They were awarded “digital 
badges” that can be shared easily 

through social media and raise aware-
ness of program features.

Fresh Fruit Provided to 
Students
Nearly 50 Fresno Unified schools were 
awarded grants through the California 
Department of Education’s Fresh Fruit 
and Vegetable Program, for a total of 
$157,945 in funding. Funds will be 
used to provide students with a variety 
of free fresh fruit and vegetable snacks 
during the day as a supplement to the 
school breakfast and lunch programs 
and to teach students about good 
nutrition.
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By Razmik Canas 
Hoover High School ASB President

STUDENT COLUMN

kp.org/fresno

Here’s a healthy, seasonal dish 
to help you thrive 

1 lb. tomatoes, cut into bite-size pieces

1/4 red onion, thinly sliced

1 small cucumber, peeled and thinly sliced

16 kalamata olives, pitted and halved

2 oz. crumbled feta cheese 

12 fresh basil leaves, torn into small pieces

2 Tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil

1 Tbsp. white wine vinegar

1 large clove of garlic; minced, then  
 mashed with a little salt in a small bowl

Put the tomatoes, red 
onion, cucumber, and 
olives into a large bowl. 
Top with feta and basil.

 Whisk the olive oil and 
vinegar into the garlic 
paste. Season with salt 
and freshly ground  
pepper to taste. 

Pour dressing over  
salad, toss, and serve.

Farmers Market Greek Salad
Makes 4 servings

Visit our Fresno Medical Center Farmers Market
7300 N. Fresno St., Wednesdays, 8 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

Fresno Unified students are jumping 
into the 2014-15 school year with a 
great sense of accomplishment and 
hope that experiences in the coming 
year will shape the rest of their lives.  
Our Student Advisory Board (SAB) 

team traveled to Los Angeles Aug. 8 to 
be recognized for our Human Element 
video at the “NO BULL Teen Video 
Awards.”  Our video was selected 
as one of the top 15 of pro-kindness 
and anti-bullying videos through-
out the nation.  The video was the 
first installment in a series of videos 
meant to impact our school sites with 
the message of kindness.  This honor 
truly moves our vision of spreading the 
Human Element nationwide.  Being 
recognized only serves to motivate us 
to do more and show that we have the 
drive to continue this great work.
Along with this great recognition, 
a group of leadership students from 
Hoover High School traveled to lead-
ership camp for the first time in July, 
attending the California Association 
of Directors of Activities (CADA) 
Summer Camp at University of 
California at Santa Barbara. We gained 
the tools and skills to be better leaders 
and developed new ideas and resources 

to improve the culture of our campus.  
The best benefit was networking with 
other leaders on similar issues and 
interacting with students from schools 
of different cultural, social, and 
economic backgrounds.  Once back to 
school, these lessons learned will only 
strengthen the programs throughout the 
Hoover region and district as we share 
what we have learned with all students 
though regional programs, SAB, and 
the Human Element workshops slated 
for next year.

On a personal level, the 2014-15 
school year will be a busy yet exciting 
year, with multiple learning opportu-
nities. As ASB president of Hoover, 
I’m very excited for this new year of 
change and innovation at our school 
and our district.  The Human Element 
continues as a large focus, and it will 
be exciting to see where our students 
take the kindness challenge moving 
forward.  In addition, I hope to connect 
with all sites in our region, because 

building these bridges will connect us 
in one common mission. I have the 
unique opportunity in our district to be 
working with my mom, Hasmik Canas. 
She is the new campus culture director 
at Tehipite Middle School and I look 
forward to her perspective as both 
a leader of adults and students at the 
middle school level.  I think our collec-
tive experience will help both schools 
and one another as we grow and leave 
our mark in the lives of the students we 
serve.  

“Back to school” is an exciting time 
and in Fresno Unified that means 
taking what we have learned in the past 
and making the most of our future.

Anything is possible in America if we 
have faith, the will, and the heart.  
History is asking us once again to be 
a force for good in the world.  Let us 
begin in unity, with justice, and love.   
– President Ronald Reagan

Student Leaders Head Back to School with New Tools, Optimism

great school. It is truly remarkable. 

Like the other dramatic projects 
you have seen recently at our high 
schools, you will without a doubt be 
proud of what we are accomplishing 
together.
We’ve also been hard at work 
building our technology infrastruc-
ture. In fact, we’ve stepped into a 
new era of technology here in Fresno 
Unified. As you know, we outfitted 
all of our schools with brand new 
laptop/tablets to keep our students at 
the head of the pack when it comes to 
technology, and this will be the first 
year that we’re starting the school 
year with laptops in every class-
room. We also improved upon our 
ATLAS parent portal, and launched 
some fascinating new technology, 
called EduText, to keep parents and 
guardians more involved in their 
children’s education by sending 
them daily text messages containing 
grades and attendance data.
I strongly encourage you to sign up 
to receive EduText message updates 
about your student’s progress. To 
do so, please log in and make sure 
your contact information is updated 

in Parent Portal. Trust me when I tell 
you, it will change the school-related 
conversations in your home.
I have no doubt that things will be 
moving fast at the beginning of 
the school year. Things may even 
get overwhelming at times. Just 
remember that you have a dedi-
cated group of teachers, counselors, 
administrators, and other staff who 
are there to make this time of year 
as comfortable and successful as 
possible. 

Throughout the school year, we all 
must vow to remain committed to 
academic excellence. This is our 
core purpose as we grow as a school 
district, and it is reflected through the 
unwavering efforts of our excellent 
staff who work with our students and 
families every day.

So, to all of our parents and guard-
ians, students, staff and commu-
nity members: welcome back! We 
all have an important role to play in 
the success of our students and I look 
forward to working closely with you 
throughout the 2014-15 school year! 
Let’s make it the best one yet!

SUPT’S MESSAGE 
Continued from page 3
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Mensaje del 
SUPERINTENDENTE
Empecemos el viaje. 
Pareciera como si hubiera sido la semana 
pasada cuando estuvimos dando por termi-
nado a otro ocupado, productivo y exitoso 
año escolar – y aquí estamos, a solo días para 
embarcarnos nuevamente en el inicio del más 
reciente capítulo de un viaje de mejoramiento 
del Distrito Escolar Unificado de Fresno.  

Conforme iniciamos este año escolar, es tiempo 
de enfocarse en la verdadera tarea que tenemos 
por delante: La de asegurar que cada estudiante 
esté obteniendo una educación de alta calidad 
– una tarea que resultará inevitablemente en 
construir un mejor Fresno. Este mensaje no 
está dirigido a un grupo especifico – Estoy 
hablándole a cada residente de esta gran ciudad;  
padres, estudiantes, maestros, conserjes, 
cocineras(os), choferes, directores, personal 
de oficina y aún también a los miembros de la 
Mesa de Educación. Todos hacemos la diferen-
cia.  Todos debemos de poner de nuestra parte 
para hacer que esta ciudad sea tan grande como 
esta destinada a serla, pero la  grandeza solo 
vendrá si estamos enfocados en lo que pasa con 
nuestros residentes mas jóvenes.

En cuanto empecemos el año escolar 2014-15, 
motivo a cada estudiante y a cada padre para 
aprovechar la oportunidad de hacer de este año 
el mejor año hasta ahora. Es parte del apren-
dizaje y crecimiento y todos nosotros podemos 
y debemos ser mejores con esfuerzo concen-
trado.  No importa como estuvo el año pasado, 
todos tenemos otra oportunidad de empezar de 
cero y hacer lo mejor en el nuevo año. Toma tu 
tiempo para disfrutar la emoción que rodea el 
inicio del nuevo año y enfócate en  asegurarte 
en ser mejor estudiante o padre de lo que fuiste 
el año pasado. Padres, pongan especial atención 
a la asistencia de los estudiantes. Estudiantes, 
asistan a clase todos los días. Pongan especial 
atención en cumplir con todos sus  trabajos – 
son importantes. Pon especial atención en como 
trabajas y en como tratas a otros. Todas estas 
cosas suenan simples, pero cuando se hacen 
bien, pueden cambiar comunidades.  

Padres, por favor estén al pendiente de la 
información muy importante que sus niños 
estén llevando a casa. Habrán documentos 
que tendrán que llenar y firmar, por lo tanto, 
los invito a que los completen lo más pronto 
posible y los regresen a la escuela. 

Mientras muchos de ustedes estuvieron de 
vacaciones de verano, esta fue una tempo-
rada muy ocupada para muchos empleados del 
Distrito Escolar Unificado de Fresno quienes 
trabajaron arduamente para preparar este 
emocionante nuevo año escolar. Los maestros y 

administradores han estado asistiendo a talleres 
y conferencias y trabajando enfocados en su 
metas de desarrollo profesional. También, ellos 
han estado planeando nuevos programas de 
oportunidades.  Además hemos estado traba-
jando duro para preparar unas cuantas iniciati-
vas mayores actualmente en marcha para este 
nuevo año escolar. 

Primeramente, estoy orgulloso de anunciar 
la apertura de la Escuela Secundaria Gaston, 
localizada en la Avenida Church y el Bulevar 
Martin Luther King Jr., la cual abrirá sus 
puertas como la primera escuela secundaria en 
educar estudiantes en el suroeste de Fresno en 
más de 35 años. 

Esto es muy importante por que en las pasadas 
tres décadas, los estudiantes del suroeste de 
Fresno han tenido que tomar autobuses a otras 
cuatro escuelas secundarias en el distrito, 
muchos de ellos lejos de donde viven. Ahora su 
escuela está a una distancia donde pueden irse 
caminando. 

La Escuela Secundaria Gaston es la más 
reciente escuela moderna que nuestro distrito 
abre,  e incluye una ala académica de 36 salones 
de clase, una área de escenario de eventos, un 
anfiteatro al aire libre y un gimnasio impre-
sionante. Esta, también albergará al primer 
centro de salud y bienestar  integrado en el 
distrito con base en una escuela. No me canso 
de decir lo orgulloso que estoy del personal de 
la escuela Gaston, la comunidad y cada uno de 
los que estuvieron involucrados en la construc-
ción de esta gran escuela. Es verdaderamente 
remarcable. 

Al igual que los otros emocionantes proyectos 
que ustedes han visto recientemente en nuestras 
escuelas preparatorias, ustedes sin lugar a 
dudas, estarán orgullosos de lo que hemos 
logrado juntos.  

También hemos estado trabajando muy duro 
para construir nuestra infraestructura tecnológi-
ca. De hecho, hemos entrado en una nueva era 
tecnológica aquí en el Distrito Unificado de 
Fresno. Como ustedes saben, hemos equipado a 
todas nuestras escuelas con nuevas computado-
ras portátiles/tabletas para mantener a nuestros 
estudiantes a la cabeza de los demás cuando se 
trate  de tecnología y este será el primer año en 
el que empecemos el año escolar con computa-
doras portátiles en cada salón de clase. También, 
mejoramos el portal del ATLAS para padres 
y lanzamos una nueva y fascinante tecnología 
llamada EduText, para mantener a los padres o 
tutores más involucrados en la educación de sus 
niños a través del envío de mensajes de texto 
diarios conteniendo información sobre asisten-
cia y calificaciones. 

Les recomiendo fuertemente que se registren 
para recibir mensajes de texto actualizados de 
EduText con el progreso de su estudiante. Para 
hacer esto, por favor ingrese a la página del  
Portal para Padres y asegúrese de que su infor-
mación de contacto esté actualizada. Créanme 
cuando les digo, que esto cambiará las conver-
saciones relacionadas con la escuela en su casa. 

No tengo duda de que las cosas irán avanzando 
más aprisa al principio del año escolar. Las 
cosas pueden llegar a ser abrumadoras algunas 
veces. Sólo recuerden que ustedes tienen a un 
dedicado grupo de maestros, consejeros, admi-
nistradores y otro personal quien están ahí para 
hacer de esta época del año la más cómoda y 
exitosa posible.  

A través del año escolar, todos debemos de 
hacer votos para seguir comprometidos con la 
excelencia académica. Este es nuestro propósito 
fundamental en la medida en que crecemos 
como distrito y es reflejado a través de los 

esfuerzos inquebrantables de nuestro excelente 
personal quien trabaja con nuestros estudiantes 
y sus familias cada día. 

De esta forma, a todos nuestros padres o tutores, 
estudiantes, personal y miembros de la comuni-
dad: ¡Les damos la bienvenida! Todos jugamos 
un importante papel en el éxito de nuestros 
estudiantes. ¡Espero trabajar muy de cerca 
con ustedes a través del año escolar 2014-15! 
¡Hagamos de este, el mejor año hasta ahora!

Cia pib txoj kev kawm dua.
Nws zoo nkaus li peb nyiam qhuav kaw tsev 
kawm ntawv cov qhov rooj tau ib nyuag lub 
asthiv (vij) rau lub xyoo kawmntawv khwv 
khwv tas los no xwb ua cas twb yuav txog caij 
peb qhib tsev kawm ntawv cov qhov rooj dua 
rau txoj kev kawmntawv xyoo tshiab tom ntej 
no lawm thiab. 

Thaum uas peb pib lub xyoo kawmntawv tshiab 
no, qhov uas tseemceeb tshaj ntawm txhais 
tes ces yog cia ua kom txhua tus menyuam 
kawmntawv tau txais txoj kev kawm zoo- nwg 
yog ib txoj haujlwm uas yuav cia tau Fresno 
yog ib qhov chaw zoo. Cov lus no tsis yog hais 
ncaj qha rau ib pawg neeg twg- kuv hais rau 
tas nrho cov neeg ua nyob rau hauv lub zos no: 
niamtxiv, tub ntxhais kawmntawv, xibfwb, cov 
tu vaj tu tsev, cov ua zaubmov, cov tsav tsheb 
npav, cov thawj xibfwb, cov ua haujlwm nyob 
hauv osfev thiab hauv paus tsev kawmntawv 
cov neeg sablaj. Peb txhua tus yuav pab tau ua 
kom zoo. Peb nyias yuav tsum ua nyias qhov 
haujlwm uakom pab tau lub zos no mus rau 
qhov zoo, tiam sis qhov zoo tshaj yog peb yuav 
tsum saibxyuas seb peb cov menyuas ua tau zoo 
li cas nyob rau hauv lub zos no.

Thaum peb pib xyoo kawmntawv 2014-15 no, 
kuv xav txhawb ua kom txhua tus menyuam 
kawmntawv thiab niamtxiv muab kev koomtes 
uakom xyoo no yog ib lub xyoo uas zoo tshaj rau 
nej. Txoj kev kawm thiab kev loj hlob ces yog 
peb txhua tus yuav tsum tau muab dag zog coj 
los sib pab. Txawm hais tias zoo li cas lub xyoo 
tas los lawm los peb muaj caij nyoog pib dua 
tshiab thiab kawm li uas kawm tau raj xyoo no. 
Zoo siab rau tej uas nyob ib puag ncig ntawm 
koj lub xyoo tshiab no thiab saibxyuas ua kom 
koj yog ib tus menyuam kawmntawv losyog 
niamtxiv zoo dua xyoo tas los no. Niamtxiv 
saibxyuas kom ntsuj txog menyuam kawmn-
tawv txoj kev mus kawmntawv txhua hnub. Cia 
kom menyuam kawmntawv mus kawmntawv 
txhua hnub. Saibxyuas ua kom menyuam ua tej 
ntaubntawv coj los ua hauv tsev kom tas-nws 
tseem ceeb heev li. Saibxyuas tib zoo txog qhov 
koj ua, koj coj thiab koj saib lwm tus. Tej yam 
no zoo nkaus li yoojyim kawg, tiam sis yog ua 
tau zoo ces yuav hloov tau lub zej zos.

Cov niamtxiv, thov saibxyuas cov ntaubntawv 
tseemceeb uas koj tus menyuam yuav nqa los 
tsev. Nws yog ib cov ntaubntawv uas koj yuav 
tau muab teb thiab muab xee npe yog li ntawm 
kuv xav kom koj muab teb sai li sai tau thiab 
muab xav rov qab tuaj rau tsev kawm ntawv.

Thaum lub caij ntuj sov uas nej coob leej ntau 
tus mus so lawm, nws yog ib lub sijhawm ntawm 
cov neeg ua haujlwm nyob hauv hauv paus 
tsev kawmntawv ua haujlwm nyav heev li los 
npaj rau lub xyoo kawmntawv tshiab no. Cov 
xibfwb thiab thawj coj mus kawm kev cobqhia, 
rooj sibtham thiab ua haujlwm los npaj rau lawv 
cov homphiaj. Lawv npaj ua kom muaj kev pab 
cuam ntau. Peb ua haujlwm nyav heev los teem 
kom muaj ob peb qhov kev kawm thiab kev coj 
rau lub xyoo kawmntawv tshiab no. 

Qhov ib no kuv zoo siab heev uas peb tau qhib 
lub Tsev Kawm Ntawv Gaston nyob rau ntawm 
txoj kev Church thiab Martin Luther King uas 

yog yuav qhib qhov rooj los qhia ntawv rau cov 
menyuam kawmntawv qib 7 thiab 8 thawj zaug 
ntawm 35 lub xyoos.

Nws yog ib qhov uas tseemceeb heev vim tias 
tau pebcaug tawm lub xyoos no cov menyuam 
kawmntawv nyob qab zos phab hnub poob tau 
caij tsheb npav mus kawm rau lwm lub tsev 
kawmntawv uas nyob tsis ze lawv lub tsev. Yog 
li ntawm tam sim no lawv lub tsev kawm ntawv 
ces yog mus ko taw lawm xwb los yeej tau.

Tsev Kawm Ntawv Gaston yog ib lub tsev 
kawm ntawv uas ua tau zoo heev peb nyiam 
qhuav qhib yog muaj 36 chav qhia kawm, ib 
qhov chaw ua yeebyam, ib qhov chaw sab nrau 
nyob, saib ub saib no thiab muaj ib lub tsev ua 
kislas zoo heev. Nws kuj muaj ib qhov chaw 
saibxyuas rau kev noj qab nyob zoo thiab uas 
yog tib lub tsev kawmntawv no thiaj li muaj 
xwb. Kuv zoo siab heev rau peb cov neeg ua 
haujlwm, neeg zej zos thiab txhua tus uas muab 
kev koom tes txog kev ua lub tsev kawm ntawv 
zoo zoo no. Nwg yog ib lub tsev kawmntawv 
uas zoo heev. Zoo li nej pom ntau qhov kev ua 
vaj ua tsev ntawm peb cov tsev kawmntawv qib 
siab, koj tsis tas xav li cas lawm yuav tsum cia 
li muaj kev zoo siab hais tias peb sawvdaws ua 
tau zoo kawg uake lawm.

Peb kuj ua haujlwm nyav heev los tsim kom 
muaj cov cuabyeej (technology). Peb mus tau 
ib kauj ruam rau peb qhov kev siv cuabyeej 
nyob rau hauv peb cov tsev kawm ntawv lawm. 
Raws li koj twb paub lawm, peb muab ib cov 
koospistawj (computer) tshiab rau cov tsev 
kawm ntawv ua kom cov menyuam kawmn-
tawv tau siv, yog li ntawm xyoo no yog thawj 
thawj xyoos uas peb siv cov lavthaj koospistawj 
(laptop computer) rau hauv txhua chav. Peb 
kuj kho peb qhov ATLAS rau niam txiv lawm, 
thiab muaj xov tshajtawm hu ua Edu Text rau 
niamtxiv thiab tus saibxyuas uakom muaj 
kev koomtes rau lawv tus menyuam txoj kev 
kawmntawv zoo li xav ntawv txhua hnub txog 
qhabnias thiab kev mus kawm ntawv.

Kuv xav txhawb ua kom nej mus sau nej tus 
xovtooj rau tsev kawmntawv nej thiaj yuav tau 
txais qhov Edu Text txog nej tus menyuam txoj 
kev kawm tau zoo li cas. Yuav ua kom nej tau 
txais ces nej yuav tau mus saib ua kom nej tus 
xovtooj yog nyob rau ntawm niam txiv qhov 
phuabntuam (parent portal). Ntseeg kuv tias kev 
sibtxhuas lus txog kev kawmntawv yuav pauv 
los rau hauv koj lub tsev lawm ntag.

Kuv xav hais tias txhua yam yuav mus ceev 
heev li thaum lub xyoo kawmntawv pib lawm. 
Tej lub sijhawm ntshe yuav muaj ntau yam ntau 
tsav heev li rau koj. Yog li nco ntsoov tias peb 
muaj cov neeg ua haujlwm zoo li cov xibfwb, 
khauvxwmlawm, thawj coj tsev kawmntawv 
thiab lwm cov neeg uahauj uas yuav muab 
sijhawm los pab ua kom lub caij nyoog no mus 
tau zoo li zoo tau.

Nrog rau lub xyoo kawmntawv, peb yuav tsum 
txiav txim siab tiag los saibxyuas kev kawmn-
tawv kom tau mus rau qhov zoo. No yog qhov 
tseemceeb ntawm peb cov menyuam kawmn-
tawv ua tau zoo li cas nyob rau hauv peb cov 
tsev kawmntawv thiab peb cov xibfwb yuav siv 
dag zog los ua haujlwm nrog peb cov menyuam 
kawmntawv thiab tsev neeg txhua hnub.

Yog li ntawm hais rau tas nrho peb cov niamtxiv, 
cov saibxyuas, cov menyuam kawmntawv, neeg 
ua haujlwm thiab neeg zej zos tias: zoo siab 
txais tos nej sawvdaws! Peb sawvdaws yeej 
muaj haujlwm tseemceeb yuav los ua pab peb 
cov menyuam kawmntawv thiab kuv yuav ua 
haujlwm ze nrog nej rau lub xyoo kawmntawv 
2014-15 no! Cia uakom xyoo no yog ib lub 
xyoos uas zoo tshaj rau koj!

https://www.facebook.com/fresnounifiedpage
https://twitter.com/fresnounified
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fresnounified
http://vimeo.com/channels/fresnounified
http://www.fresnounified.org/Pages/Default.aspx
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Healthy Minute
Preventive Care
& Immunizations Sign Up For a 

Flu Shot This Fall

WellPATH seeks to foster a healthy work environment and engage Fresno Unified School District employees in their health and well-being. Participation in program 
activities is open to active employees, spouses, domestic partners, dependent children age 18+, early retirees, and retirees covered under the District’s health benefit plan. 

This fall, the WellPATH 
program is partnering with 
Kaiser Permanente to offer
free flu shot clinics at sites throughout the 
District. The vaccine is free and available for 
employees with district medical insurance, 
covered spouses, dependent children age 18+, 
domestic partners, early retirees (defined as a 
retired individual under age 65 and not eligible 
for Medicare), and retirees (age 65+). Registrants 
must present district-issued medical ID card. 

Spots fill up quickly, so schedule your appointment
soon. For more information and to schedule your
appointment this fall, visit the District’s Joint 
Health Management Board website at 
JHMBHealthConnect.com.  

How healthy you'll be in coming years 
can be predicted by your number of risk factors for 
disease. Having one risk factor doesn't necessarily 
doom you to poor health, but your odds increase 
dramatically when several risks are combined. For 
example, high cholesterol increases the likelihood 
of  developing heart disease. People who smoke, 
have high cholesterol and high blood pressure 
dramatically increase their risk for heart attack.

Your disease risk is determined by factors that fall 
into these three categories: 1) Medical indicators, 
2) Lifestyle behaviors, and 3) Environmental 
conditions. No matter how many years you've 
practiced bad habits and no matter your age, you 
can make a fresh start and improve your health.

- Information from Claremont EAP Personal Advantage. 
 

$0 Preventive Health Services 
Available to You & Your Family
Your health is your most important gift and your most 
important asset. The Joint Health Management Board 
(JHMB) is committed to making sure you have resources 
and information to stay healthy and take the steps 
necessary to protect your most valuable resource.

Under the Affordable Care Act, there are numerous 
annual screenings, immunizations, and counseling 
services that you can receive for free – as long as the 
services are delivered by a network provider. That 
means no deductible, no copay, and no coinsurance.

These free preventive care services include annual 
physical exams, eye exams, family planning counseling,
hearing exams, immunizations, prenatal care exams, 
STD prevention counseling, TB tests, well-women and 
well-child exams, and much more. For more information,
visit JHMBHealthConnect.com/preventive-care-services.

Take a Minute for Your Health

	 •	 Payments	as	low	as	$20	per	month
	 •	 Loan	amount	between	$500	and	$2,500
	 •	 Convenient	payment	options
	 •	 Ideal	for	students

Federally Insured by NCUA

1-800-538-3328 / myEECU.org

 *Special rate effective 8/1/14 - 12/31/14. Rates are subject to change without notice. Must qualify for membership.  
Payment example: a 60-month loan at 3% APR would have an estimated monthly payment of $17.97 per $1,000 borrowed.

Computer Loans 

           

Start the School Year Right 

 with a New Computer!

as low as

3

% APR*

https://www.facebook.com/fresnounifiedpage
https://twitter.com/fresnounified
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fresnounified
http://vimeo.com/channels/fresnounified
http://www.fresnounified.org/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.myeecu.org/home/home



