
Unlike many school districts across the state, 

(See Preschool, page 5)
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Vang Pao 

Elementary 

officially 

dedicated 
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Students pledge to 

graduate during 

first-day-of-school 

activities 
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Murray and Francine Farber, back left and back 
right, are shown with Principal Yvonne Zysling and 
students (left to right)  Romeo Ayala, Eustolia Valdez, 
Dianna Campos-Ulloa and Cielo Soloria-Martinez.
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Vang Pao Elementary Officially Dedicated, Hundreds Attend

EVERY DAY WE  
SPECIALIZE  
IN EVERYONE.

We’re all about preventive medicine, but we know illness happens 
every day. When it happens to you, your doctor at Kaiser Permanente 
Fresno can help. You’ll see that our commitment to prevention also 
applies to hassles, paperwork, and red tape. We’re Kaiser Permanente 
Fresno. And we stand for health. Learn more at kp.org/fresno.

Pao during the dedication of Vang Pao Elementary School Sept. 8.

Eustolia Valdez proudly wears her “Steve’s Scholars” shirt from the Sept. 18 announcement of the 
special scholarship program for her school, Tehipite Middle School.

Farber from page 1
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Tehipite Middle School updated its student-created mural to include graduation years of its students and 
the “I Pledge” logo.

Roeding students Ashley Martinez and Gianni Travis are wearing their “I Pledge” stickers, which 
highlights the year they will graduate from high school.

Fresno Unified Students Pledge to Graduate During First Day of School Activities

Preschool from page 1
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Students Rah’Niyah Easter and Jonathan Guzman work with teacher Janey Bustillos at Balderas 
Elementary School on a lesson in a transitional kindergarten class.

Uptrend in Student Achievement Continues for Seven Straight Years

Transitional Kindergarten Prepares Young Students for Academic Success
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Kids First Festival on One-Year Hiatus

Ongoing

December 1, 2012

 

January 18, 2013

 

10-day Response Period

Special Events at Schools

Baird Middle School

Computech Middle School

Duncan Polytechnical High School

Sunnyside Doctors Academy

Deadlines Already Approaching for Next School Year
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Name

School

Teaches

Years as a teacher

Are you an artist as well?

What kind of art do you do?

Favorite teacher tip

I know I am successful with a student when 
they

My favorite lesson to teach is

First job

Most people don’t know that 
I

that I did in art school, and after six months 

In my down time I like to

It really frustrates me when

If I couldn’t be a teacher I would

Dream vacation

Name

Position
district

Years with district

Primary focus of job

First Job

Most people don’t know that I

In my down time I like to

It really frustrates me when

If I couldn’t be the safety manager I 
would

Dream vacation

Armand Chavez is the district’s new safety 
manager. 

Marc Patterson working with McLane art student

Walter Silva, Maintenance & Operations

Marc Patterson Finds 
Passion in a Second 
Career as a Teacher

Armand Chavez 
Started as Safety 
Assistant

Gao Her is Educator 
of the Week

Employees Protect 
Students



P R E P A R I N G  C A R E E R  R E A D Y  G R A D U A T E S Page 9

OCTOBER / NOVEMBER EDITION 2012

Cooper Academy Off to a Great Start

The newly-opened Cooper Academy has moved 
quickly into a great rhythm and the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Candidate school is eagerly 
taking steps to earn IB authorization for the 
2013-2014 school year.  Under the direction of 
Principal Kristine Belcher, the school hosts sixth 
and seventh grade students this year, with plans 
to add grade 8 in August 2013.  Approximately 
450 students attend the school this year and 180 

of those participated in the Summer Scholars 
Academy from July 30 to August 14.  The 
summer academy was an intensive program 
structured to provide students with the necessary 
skills and vocabulary to be successful in the 
rigorous instructional program at Cooper 
Academy.

Students weren’t the only ones receiving training 
over the summer in anticipation of the school 

IB school.  Cooper Academy staff members 
participated in training over the summer in 
preparation for implementation of the IB Middle 
Years program.  Staff worked collaboratively 
over the summer, planning the academic 
program for the school year in order to ensure 
strict adherence to IB principles.

The opening of Cooper Academy will further 
strengthen the K-12 IB continuum in the 
Fresno area. Currently, Dailey Elementary 
Charter School is implementing the Primary 
Years Program and Fresno High School is 
implementing the Middle Years Program and is 
an IB World School Diploma Program.

                          1099 E. Champlain, Suite A-181            Fresno, CA            93720 

                    PH:  (559) 434-7432         Fax# (559) 433-3374         Contractor # 620200 

  

  

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL 
Family Owned & Operated 

Serving The Fresno/Clovis Area Since 1991 

 
 

  559-434-7432 
  FULLY INSURED PL/PD 

Contractor License #620200 

 

         

S P E C I A L I Z I N G  I N  S E R V I C E   

24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

 

 Custom Lighting

 Security Lights/Motion Sensors

 Spa Hook-Up

 Remodels

 New Construction 

 Tenant Improvements

 And More

 Full Service

 Repairs & Troubleshooting

 Ceiling Fan Installation

 220 Hook-Up

 Electrical Service Change 

 Repair & Rewiring

 Plugs & Switches

A L W A Y S   A N   A N S W E R   

1099 E. Champlain, Suite A-A 181            Fresno, CA            93720         

6215 N. Fresno St., Suite 101 - (559) 439-1245
www.fresnosmilecenter.com

 Delta Dental PPO providers

CEREC - technology to do 
crowns in a single appointment

 Kid friendly office

 Text message & email appointment 
reminders

 Invisalign -straight teeth without braces

Friendly patient financing 

Mark W. Stagis, D.D.S.
Nathan E. Vick, D.D.S.

Christopher R. Gates, D.M.D

discussion with Cooper Academy students.

Pink Heals Tour Stops at Sequoia
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  each room in their home

  home and check to see if anyone is   

Attendance Matters! 
Make Every Day Count!

Safety Tips Walking 
to and from School

Fire Safety

Truancy Letter 1 

Truancy Letter 3 

Truancy Letter 2 

Excessive Excused Letter 1 

Excessive Excused Letter 2 

 

U.S. Soccer Coach at Lowell
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Many Fresno Unified students received a helping hand at the start of this school year from several generous donors. A number
of organizations have generously offered their support by donating backpacks, school supplies and gift cards to help students
get the year off to a good start. In late August, the Kids in Need Foundation and Walgreens provided a wealth of supplies to
many deserving students.

In early September, the United Way of Fresno County and Comcast provided dozens of backpacks for nearly 250 students.
Over 83% of Fresno Unified’s students qualify for free and reduced price meals, making donations like this a tremendous
support for their academic success and their over-all sense of confidence as they proceed through the school year.

Jack Hall, a Comcast government affairs director, along with Janet Ryan, Fresno Unified
School District Board Member, participates with Wolters Elementary School students in an
event sponsored by Comcast and the United Way of Fresno County to provide backpacks
stuffed with school supplies to 10 Title I schools and the Project Access program.

Wolters sixth-grade student Isis Johnson
sings a song of thanks at the end of the
event.

Generous Community Partners Support Students

The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services has awarded $160,000 to Fresno
Adult School and San Joaquin College of
Law (SJCL) in an effort to assist legal
immigrants on the path to citizenship.

Fresno Adult School (FAS) will use its
half of the money to double the capacity
of its citizenship classes, which currently
have a standing waiting list. In Fresno
County alone, nearly 60,000 people are
believed to be eligible for naturalization
and the classes are often the first step.
The FAS classes feature individualized
teaching and students are counseled as to
when they are ready to take the citizenship
test. This approach has resulted in a 99
percent first-time success rate for students
taking the citizenship test.

San Joaquin College of Law will use its
portion of the grant to expand the services
of its New American Legal Clinic to
include monthly naturalization workshops
for legal permanent residents at FAS and
other venues. The NAL Clinic has already
served more than 400 individuals in such
workshops since its inception last year,
and the FAS workshops are projected to
serve an additional 25-50 people per
month.

SJCL students will also continue to travel
to rural areas, providing information and
assistance to those interested in
naturalization. The free legal advice is
invaluable to workshop participants in
the Fresno area, which the Department
of Homeland Security has named one of
the seven worst cities in the country for
immigration assistance fraud.

The grants will be spread over a two-year
period, with both FAS and SJCL receiving
about $40,000 per year.

$160,000
Grant Allows
for Greater
Opportunity
for Citizenship

For more information about
placing an ad contact

is an award-winning publication
recognized by the National School Public
Relations Association and the California

School Public Relations Association

INTERESTED IN
PLACING AN AD?
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Yvonne Juarez, MD
Chief of Pediatrics, Kaiser Permanente Fresno

As Valley temperatures begin to drop, it’s a
good reminder that the cold and flu season
will soon be here.

It won’t be long before our children are
battling runny noses, coughs and sore throats.
Classrooms are typically breeding grounds
for germs. And seasonal influenza, or the
flu, is extremely contagious.

Even a healthy child can catch the flu. And
that child can spread it to others even before
they start feeling sick.

That’s why it’s important for everyone to get
vaccinated as early as possible.

The flu virus can cause dangerous
complications, especially in young children
and older adults. It can lead to serious
complications such as pneumonia and
dehydration and it can worsen already serious
chronic conditions like asthma and diabetes.

The Centers for Disease Control estimates
that 5 to 20 percent of the population gets
the flu each year. About 200,000 people are
hospitalized from flu complications annually.
In extreme cases, the flu can be deadly.

Getting vaccinated for influenza is one of
the best ways you can protect yourself, your
child and the rest of your family.

Colds and the flu are both caused by viruses
and carry some of the same symptoms, but
there are some key differences. Colds usually
include a stuffy or runny nose, sneezing, sore
throat, mild fatigue, headache and a cough.

Flu symptoms are usually more severe. And
they tend to come on suddenly.

People with the flu usually have a fever of
100 degrees or higher, fatigue, muscle or
body aches, headache, chills, sore throat,
cough and a stuffy or runny nose. Children
are more likely to have vomiting and diarrhea
with the flu.

Although vaccines provide the best
protection against flu there are other ways
to keep children healthy this winter and
stop the spread of germs:

   regularly with soap and water.

Tell them not to touch their eyes,
   nose or mouth.

    nose when they cough or sneeze. For young
    children, encourage them to cover their
    mouth or nose with the front of their elbow
    rather than their hand.

     them active. Have them drink plenty of
     fluids and encourage them to eat healthy.

     keep them home from school.

Typically, flu season runs from late fall through
early spring and peaks in January and February.
But influenza seasons are unpredictable, so
there is no way to tell how bad the outbreak
will be from year to year.

Everyone six months of age and older is
recommended to get the flu vaccine. This does
need to be done annually because the virus

child had the flu vaccine last year, that won’t
protect your child from the flu this year.

The upcoming season’s flu vaccine will protect
against the three influenza viruses that research
indicates will be most common during the
season. This includes an influenza A (H1N1)
virus, an influenza A (H3N2) virus, and an
influenza B virus.

The vaccine comes in varying forms – shots
and nasal sprays. All are effective in protecting
against influenza.

It takes about two weeks after vaccination for
antibodies to develop in the body and provide
protection against the flu.

And no matter what anyone tells you – getting
a flu shot does not give you the flu.

throughout the Valley already have the vaccine
in stock. Flu clinics will soon be starting. For
those who don’t have a doctor or insurance,
the Fresno County Public Health Department

www.fcdph.org/flu.

For more information about the upcoming
influenza season or resources for how to keep
your child healthy visit:  www.kp.org/fresno

Fight the Flu, Get Vaccinated

A Message from
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Alyson Jarman, a fifth-grade teacher at Hamilton K-8 School, was recognized for her
outstanding skills as an educator during a surprise visit from OfficeMax as part of the company’s
“A Day Made Better” campaign. Jarman received a new chair for her desk as well as a box
packed with supplies for her classroom. Hamilton Principal Mike Jones described Jarman as
having a “tremendous heart for kids” and a passion for learning that motivates her students
and her colleagues.

Board Seeks to Fill Open Seat

The Fresno Unified Graduation Task Force met
for the first time since the new academic year
began, gathering on Sept. 19 to begin taking
stock of the progress the district is making on
recommendations that emerged from the task
force’s work last spring. In the weeks to come,
the task force will work toward prioritizing the
expansive list of findings.

In June, the task force presented a set of
recommendations to the Fresno Unified Board
of Education on how to increase the number of
graduates and decrease the number of dropouts.
Over the three months leading up to the release
of the report, the task force heard from national
experts, reviewed local data, hosted 33 listening
sessions, heard from more than 1,000
stakeholders and met as a group numerous times.

The task force is led by Juan Arambula, a former
member of the state Legislature, Fresno Unified
Board of Education and Fresno County Board
of Supervisors.

“I look forward to the continued dedicated work
of the task force as we work together to sharpen
our focus on dramatically improving the
graduation rate,” said Superintendent Michael
Hanson. “The task force has done a tremendous

 Fresno Unified Graduation
Task Force Resumes Work

job of personalizing the dropout problem
and urging our entire community to seek
solutions.”

As it tackles the Graduation Task Force’s
findings, the district will build on good news
it received this summer: Fresno Unified’s
graduation rate for 2011 is 72.7 percent,
about a 4 percent increase from the prior
year. The district has also seen a decrease in
the number of dropouts.  In 2010-11, 905
students dropped out, compared to 1,011
students in 2009-11. And this fall, more than
2,100 students – or 65 percent of the Class
of 2012 -- started course work at colleges
and universities across the country.

The district kicked off the new school year
last month with an “’I Pledge” campaign for
all grades, emphasizing the importance of
graduating on time from high school.
Students signed “’I Pledge”’ cards committing
to graduate and wore stickers highlighting
their graduation year. Employees across the
district wore shirts from their alma mater,
favorite college or trades profession as a
visual reminder of the importance of college
and career.

In mid-September, Dr. Tony Vang resigned from his position on the Board of Education from the
Fresno Unified School District. The California Education Code provides clear procedures to address
an open board seat, including a 60-day time frame for a provisional appointment. A provisional
appointee holds office until the next regularly scheduled Board election, which is November, 2014
for Trustee Area #4. A map of the applicable Trustee Area voting boundary, along with other pertinent
information, is available on our website at www.fresnounified.org.

Hamilton Teacher Recognized with Surprise Visit
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Students at Thomas Elementary School enjoy the “Be a Buddy” assembly
Sept. 8 at their school, where they learned about recognizing and reporting
bullying. Thomas has begun participating in the Olweus Bullying Prevention
Program, which is used at other campuses throughout Fresno Unified
School District as well.

Students learn to be a buddy

History was made in Fresno, California on
September 26, 2012 when the Fresno Unified
School District’s Board of Education adopted
Resolution 12-01, authorizing the execution
of a contract that would build the new
Rutherford B. Gaston Sr. Middle School.

During a packed board room meeting, the
Board, in a 6-2 vote, adopted the resolution
making the promise of a new neighborhood
middle school a reality.  For months now, the
possibility of a school ignited a renewed sense
of optimism for southwest residents.  Many
of those residents took to the microphone,
minutes before the vote, and expressed their
appreciation and commitment to Fresno
Unified for addressing the need of the
community.

Since the close of Irwin Junior High School
in 1978, residents in southwest Fresno have
not enjoyed one of the basic staples in most
Fresno communities – a neighborhood school.

Over the past three decades, middle school
students in that community have been
transported away from their homes to schools
in other parts of the city, all the while wishing
for a school to call their own. The allocation
by Fresno Unified of Measure K funding will
fund this academic learning center.

Over the past year and a half, Fresno Unified
has worked closely with the community, State
of California, city, other local agencies and
building contractors to make construction of
the school a reality.  The school was slated to
open in August, 2013, but a number of
considerations, directly impacting the

Gaston Middle School Will Offer Focal Point for Neighborhood

community, compelled the District to move
the completion to spring, 2014.

Gaston Middle School would not have been
possible without the support of Fresno’s Mayor
Ashley Swearengin.  The mayor and her staff
have been instrumental in working with Fresno
Unified to expedite City approvals for the
project and the District is grateful for their
cooperation and understanding.  The District
has also worked closely with, and appreciates
the efforts of, the Fresno Metropolitan Flood
Control District to relocate a flood control
basin to make way for the school. Its
completion will improve academic

opportunities for students and create a strong
K-12 feeder system for the Edison High School
area.

Gaston Middle School will offer career technical
education programs that feed directly into
Edison’s career pathways, an early opportunity
for A-G courses necessary for admission to
University of California and California State
University campuses and a full offering of
extra-curricular activities and sports.

Fresno Unified is excited about getting closer
to the grand opening of the new Gaston Middle
School and helping to revitalize the community
that so many of our young people call home.



P R E P A R I N G  C A R E E R  R E A D Y  G R A D U A T E S Page 15

OCTOBER / NOVEMBER EDITION 2012

The Hoover High School baseball team stands at attention as the Design Science High School
JROTC posts the colors during the playing fields dedication Sept.  at Hoover.

Fresno High School

Hoover High School

Edison High School

Roosevelt High School

Hoover High School has beautiful new softball
and baseball fields thanks to Measure Q, the
Fresno Unified School District’s $280 million
bond measure.

The Hoover community gathered with district
officials on Sept. 25 to officially dedicate the
four new fields – JV and varsity baseball and
softball fields. Board President Valerie Davis,
Board Members Cal Johnson and Janet Ryan,
Hoover principal Lori Grace and Hoover
athletic director Tim Carey threw out
ceremonial “first pitches” and boxes of Cracker
Jack were handed out as souvenirs.

Hoover’s new classroom building, under
construction, was also highlighted at the
dedication. The building will house 20
classrooms, including science labs and teacher
collaboration space. It will be open to students
and staff in August 2013. Construction of the
new building will provide an opportunity to
remove 15 to 20 portable classrooms from the
campus.

“Our student body, faculty, and community
are very excited by the first-class fields made
possible by the voters through Measure Q,”
Grace said. “This excitement has grown
exponentially as the state-of-the-art classroom
and science lab building begins to take shape.
The entire Hoover community is looking
forward to the new traditions that will be
established and the increased opportunities
that will be provided by this project.”

The new fields and classroom building at
Hoover are among $100 million in Measure
Q projects underway throughout the district,
providing a boost to the local economy and
reinvestment in Fresno neighborhoods. Voters
passed Measure Q with a resounding 76 percent
approval in November 2010, making it possible
for the district to pursue priority projects
outlined by the Facilities Master Plan, a
watershed document approved by the Fresno
Unified Board of Education in 2009 to guide
the district’s facilities needs over the next 15
years.

       career center and administration at Fresno

Hoover High Celebrates with
“First Pitches”and Cracker Jack

    High School; the buildings’ classical
    architecture will compliment historic Royce
     Hall and allow for the removal of 22 portables
    as well as the existing buildings at the front
    of the school to make way for green space

 Classroom buildings at Roosevelt and
    Edison high schools

 Remodel/upgrade of Roosevelt’s girls
    locker room

  Classroom buildings at Winchell elementary,
    Aynesworth, Easterby and Centennial
    elementary schools to replace portables

 Planning for new classroom and
    administration buildings at Bullard
    High School

  Planning for a new classroom building for
    McLane High School

Along with the Hoover fields, completed
Measure Q projects include classroom buildings
at Mayfair, Rowell and Wilson elementary
schools, and upgrades throughout the district
including heating/air conditioning, irrigation,
play courts, concrete walkways and security
enhancements.

Upgrading and improving all
Fresno Unified schools

Supporting the work of the district
to prepare career ready graduates
through career technical education

Investing  in renovation and repair
of schools

Continuing to upgrade classroom
technology

Addressing the dropout issue by
investing in alternative and
continuing education facilities

Goals for Measure Q include:

Measure Q Projects
YOUR TAX DOLLARS AT WORK
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