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Major technology initiatives to improve 
student access and support classroom learn-
ing are under way in Fresno Unifi ed School 
District, including an overhaul of the dis-
trict’s network, a digital portfolio project, and 
laptops in the classroom, allowing FUSD stu-
dents to use the newest technology.

Through partnerships with AT&T, Micro-
soft, and Cisco, the district is establishing 
itself as an innovative, educational leader in 
delivering cutting-edge technology to FUSD 
students.

On Oct. 16 Fresno Unifi ed School District 
announced that Jefferson Elementary School 
was the fi rst to go live on the new, fast net-
work.  The $13.5 million project to connect all 
FUSD schools to a fi ber network is the result 
of a partnership with AT&T and Cisco and is 
the largest fi ber network north of Los Ange-
les.  The federal E-rate program off-sets $10 
million of the project cost.  The E-rate pro-
gram ensures that all eligible schools and li-

braries have affordable access to modern tele-
communications and information services. The 
network allows for high-speed connections for 
students to access information quickly and 
teachers can download videos and do virtual 
fi eld trips in real-time.

A partnership with Microsoft and HPM has 
allowed Fresno Unifi ed to pilot a digital port-
folio and laptop program.  FUSD students are 
the fi rst in the nation to use this cutting-edge 
technology.  On Nov. 8, FUSD announced 
this unprecedented program at Bullard High 
School.  This school year, four classrooms at 
12 schools will voluntarily participate in the 
$650,000 pilot program that gives students 
access to small foot-print laptops at a ratio of 
one laptop for every two students in the class.

To support the district’s work to prepare stu-
dents for success in college and career beyond 
high school, the digital portfolio program al-
lows student to capture and memorialize their 
best work that best represents their skills and 

Cutting-edge technology 
bolstering student success

achievements.  This student-driven portfolio 
will serve students well as they present them-
selves to future employers and colleges.

In addition, Fresno Unifi ed is launching the 
fi rst of its kind middle school technology com-
petition, inviting middle school technology 
teams to compete in March 2008 in several cat-
egories, including programming, digital video, 
robotics, and animation.  This is the largest 
middle school technology competition in the 
Central Valley that uses technology to engage 
students and will go far in keeping students in 
school and preparing them for high-skill, high-
wage jobs, as well as success in college.

In the Spotlight:  In the Spotlight:  
Outstanding Outstanding 
FUSD educators FUSD educators 
honoredhonored

Outstanding Fresno Unifi ed School District 
educators were honored recently for their lead-
ership and commitment to students.

The California League of High Schools hon-
ored three FUSD high school teachers at the Re-
gion VII Educator of the Year event.  Sharon Hart 
from Roosevelt High School, Donna Metzler 
from Sunnyside High School, and Theo White 
from Fresno High School were three of ten hon-
orees at the event.

Hart, a veteran math teacher, is described by 
colleagues as a “pioneer” and instructional lead-
er whose dedication to students has resulted in 
improved student performance.  Hart was a 2000 
fi nalist for the Excellence in Education Award for 
Fresno County and is listed in the “Who’s Who 
Among America’s Teachers.”

Affectionately named “Wildcat Math Teacher 
Extraordinaire” by Sunnyside Principal Sheryl 
Weaver, Metzler is Sunnyside’s lead math teach-
er whose leadership and innovation inspires stu-
dent achievement.  According to her students, 
“Mrs. Metzler rocks!”

Regarded as a role model for both students 
and teachers, Fresno High School’s Theo White 
is known for her leadership and advocacy for 
students learning English as a second language.  
She has piloted both Hmong and Lao literacy 
courses that the district continues to use, and 
she is a master teacher, guiding new teachers on 
best practices with English Language Learners.

The California League of Middle Schools 
honored four FUSD middle school educators at 
the Region VII Educator of the Year event, and 
named Kings Canyon Middle School teacher An-
nette Pascual as the Region’s Educator of the Year 
to go on to the state level recognition.  Jason 
Brandes from Fort Miller Middle School, Lorna 
Zurilgen from Baird Middle School, and Mike 
Darling from Wawona Middle School joined Pas-
cual as four of ten honorees at the event.

Pascual will go on to represent Fresno Uni-
fi ed School District at the California League of 
Middle School’s state event.  She has been an 
educator for more than 30 years and understands 
how to inspire student learning through interac-
tive and student-centered instruction.  Pascual is 
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District Guided by Core Beliefs and Commitments

In our district, we are guided by our Board of Education’s Core Beliefs and Commitments.  One of these 
core beliefs is that every child can learn at grade level.  We are also committed to high quality instruction, to 
strong leadership that is courageous, to providing a safe and secure learning environment, and to sustaining 
a culture that will produce breakthrough results. As a result, every one of our teachers, administrators and 
support staff, whether at a school site or in central offi ce, is focused on this issue each day because our work 
is to prepare career ready graduates.   

Fresno Unifi ed Embarks on Changes to Support Students

In order to prepare career ready graduates, we are implementing a system that ensures all students at each 
grade level, no matter what school they attend in our district, will learn the same state content standards while 
honoring teacher expertise to determine how to teach the standards to each student based on the student’s 

specifi c needs.  This work is hard and requires changing the way that we provide support to schools, provide professional learning op-
portunities for staff and provide support to students.  We believe that this research-based approach will help us achieve breakthrough 
results for each of our students. 

Student Achievement Improves for Second Year in a Row

I am proud to report to our community that this summer we learned that due to the hard work and dedication of our teachers, admin-
istrators and school staff, student achievement in Fresno Unifi ed has improved for the second year in a row.  Our goal now, is to build 
upon this progress and ensure that all FUSD students are successful.

Families and Community Play Critical Role in Student Success

Families and the community play a critical role in our students’ success – it takes all of us working together to help our students suc-
ceed.  Please join us in what I believe to be the most important work in our city.  I am proud to serve the students and families of Fresno 
Unifi ed School District and look forward to our continued collaboration and great progress.
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FUSD Core Beliefs
Student LearningStudent Learning
   • Every student can and must learn at grade level and beyond.

High Quality InstructionHigh Quality Instruction
   • Teachers must demonstrate the ability and desire to educate 
      each child at a high level.

LeadershipLeadership
   • Leaders must perform courageously and ethically to accom-   
      plish stated goals.

SafetySafety
   • A safe learning and working environment is crucial to stu- 
     dent learning.

CultureCulture
Fresno Unifi ed is a place where:
   • Diversity is valued
   • Educational excellence and equity are expected
   • Individual responsibility and participation by all is required
   • Collaborative adult relationships are essential
   • Parents, students and the community as a whole are vital  
      partners

* Adopted April 25, 2007

FUSD Commitments
Student LearningStudent Learning
•  We will provide all students access to high quality options and a  
    variety of activities.
•  We will implement, continue or expand practices proven to raise  
    student achievement; and eliminate practices that do not.

High Quality InstructionHigh Quality Instruction
•  We expect all students to achieve their personal best; differ 
    ences in achievement among socio-economic and ethnic groups  
    are not acceptable.
•  We expect effective teacher performance toward desired results.

LeadershipLeadership
•  We will require the timely delivery of high quality services to  
    every site.
•  We will sustain and monitor a fi nancial plan that ensures the  
    viability of the district.
•  We will provide clear expectations and regularly support profes- 
    sional growth.

SafetySafety
•  We will provide a safe, clean, and orderly learning and working  
    environment.

CultureCulture
•  We will establish collaborative relationships with staff, parents,  
    students, and the community.
•  We strongly encourage and welcome the valuable contributions  
    of our families.
•  We expect and depend upon individual responsibility.
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Every third grade student in Fresno Unifi ed School District received 
a dictionary thanks to the generous donations of the Fresno area Rotary 
Clubs through the Dictionary Project.

On Oct. 3, Fresno Rotary Club President Don Eskes presented diction-
aries to the third grade students at Greenberg Elementary School.

“The Rotary Club of Fresno has a goal to improve and impact our com-
munity for good.   By supporting our children, families, and neighbor-
hoods we can build a better community and ultimately a better world,” 
said Don Eskes, president of the Rotary Club of Fresno.    “Investing 
specifi cally in children is a key to accomplishing this goal.  We trust that 
the dictionaries our club provided will assist in this effort.”

Since reading at grade level by the third grade is a big determinant to 
future academic success, the Fresno area Rotary Clubs’ Dictionary Project 
supports the work of the Fresno Unifi ed School District.  The clubs have 
donated 6,000 dictionaries, ensuring that every third grade student in 
FUSD receives one.  

Fresno area Rotary clubs put 6,000 dictionaries 
into the hands of FUSD third graders

On any given Monday or Wednesday after school in a colorful room at NorthPointe Church, you 
will fi nd Figarden Elementary School students hard at work on their homework with adult volunteers 
peering over their shoulders.

Homework Central was started during the 2005/06 school year as a result of leaders at North-
Pointe Church and Figarden Elementary School seeing a need to provide additional support to 
students after-school. 

“The program serves 37 students and we have a waiting list,” said Figarden Vice Principal Derrick 
Flake.  “It’s encouraging to me that we have a community organization that will partner with us to 
help support our students.”

The program is supported exclusively by NorthPointe Church with the assistance of volunteer 
tutors and a grant last year by Citibank to fund the snacks provided to each student.  According to 
Flake, teachers help identify students who could benefi t from Homework Central in providing that 
extra support to get their work completed.

“We want to make a positive difference,” said Debbie White, program director of Homework 
Central.  “We know that families have a lot of demands on their time in our fast-paced life, and we 
are happy to do our part in helping our students.”

Students are transported from Figarden Elementary School to the nearby NorthPointe Church 
on a FUSD school bus.  Once they arrive, they receive a snack and get to work on their homework.  
Students have the opportunity to work on cooperative projects and use the computer lab after their 
homework is completed.

All volunteers are fi ngerprinted and many are teachers, including two 6th grade teachers from 
Figarden Elementary School – Lance Bessey and Monica Johnston – who volunteer their time after-
school to help students complete their work.

“I’m doing my part to serve my community,” Johnston said.  “We are doing what we can to support 
student success.”

Community partnership 
delivers after-school 
homework assistance

“...a world class resource right 
in our own backyard.”

“They have taken our children from being unable to read to 
proficient readers, from failing in school to excelling, and from 
difficulty ge ng them to spend me with books to difficulty 
ge ng them to stop reading at bed me.”

Parent of 6 and 9 yr. old Cullinan Educa on students

Fresno/Clovis - #435-3276 ~ Visalia/Tulare - #635-7601
www.cullinaneducation.com

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION

The Cullinan Education Center

One-on-one specialized 
instruction

Researched based programs

Credentialed, degreed   
and/or certified tutors

Specializing in remediation 
of Dyslexia and Learning 

Disabilities

Reading•

Writing•

Spelling•

Math•

Grammar•

SAT & ACT Prep•

Study Hall•

H.S. Exit Exam•

Diagnostic Testing•

School Accountability Report 
Cards (SARCs) available on 
web site

 
Each year Fresno Unifi ed School District publishes School Accountability Report Cards (SARCs) 

which provide parents and the community with information about each school in a variety of areas 
including achievement, staffi ng, facilities and fi scal.  Please visit www.rea.fresno.k12.ca.us to view 
your school’s SARC.
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such as bandages, dressings, or bedding
-after cleaning the bathroom, changing your 

bedding, or doing laundry
-before preparing food, eating, or drinking

What else can 

be done to help 

prevent MRSA 

and staph in-

fections?

-Bathe regu-
larly

-Take care of 
skin, avoid skin damage, clean damaged skin 
promptly with soap and water

-Keep cuts and scrapes clean and covered 
with a bandage until healed. Pus from infected 
wounds can contain staph and MRSA.

-Don’t share personal items such as towels, 
clothing, or other items that touch skin, and use 
a barrier between your skin and shared equip-
ment such as weight-training benches

-Wash soiled clothes, sheets, and towels with 
water and laundry detergent and dry completely 
in a hot dryer.

For more information about MRSA and staph 
infections, contact your doctor.

are likely to contact uncovered or poorly cov-
ered infections.

What is the easiest way to prevent MRSA and 

staph infections? 

Hand washing is the 
easiest way to prevent 
MRSA and staph infec-
tions.

If soap and running 
water is not available 
and hands do not have 
visible dirt on them, 
staph germs can be 
killed by using an al-
chohol-based hand 
rub.

When should hands be washed?
-whenever the skin comes into contact with 

other people or with shared surfaces or equip-
ment

-before and after athletic practice, games, or 
working out

-after sneezing, coughing, blowing or touch-
ing the nose

-before and after touching the eyes, nose, 
mouth, or skin that has open sores, boils, and 
skin rashes

-after using the toilet or urinal
-after touching any item soiled with fl uids, 

What is Staphylococcus aureus?

Staphylococcus aureus (staph) are bacteria 
that many healthy people carry on their skin or 
in their nose. About 25% to 30% of people in 
the United States carry staph in their nose, but it 
does not make them sick. Staph can also be car-
ried in the armpit, groin, 
rectum, or genital area. 
Most staph infections are 
minor and can be treated 
with antibiotics. Howev-
er, staph can sometimes 
cause serious infections 
like pheumonia, blood, 
or joint infections, and 
deep skin infections.

What is MRSA?

Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus 
aureus(MRSA) is a type of staph that is not 
killed my penicillin and similar antibiotics. 
About 1 out of every 100 people carries MRSA 
without making them sick. In California over 
half of all staph infections are caused by MRSA. 
MRSA infections do not look any different than 
those caused by ordinary staph.

What do staph and MRSA infections look 

like?

Common skin 
conditions caused 
my staph and MRSA 
may look like any of 
the following:

- sores that look 
and feel like spider 
bites

-red painful bumps under the skin, called 
boils or abscesses

-a cut that is swollen, hot, and fi lled with 
pus

-blisters fi lled with fl uid or red skin with a 
honey-colored crust (usually on the face)

-red, warm, fi rm skin that is painful and get-
ting larger (usually on the legs)

How does a person get staph or MRSA?

Staph and MRSA can be spread when a per-
son:

- has direct skin-to-skin contact with an in-
fected person

-touch surfaces that have staph on them from 
someone elses in-
fection (e.g. towels, 
athletic equipment, 
used bandages)

Staph is not usu-
ally passed through 
the air.

How are staph and MRSA infections treated?

Some staph skin infections are treated by 
draining the sores and may not require antibiot-
ics. Draining these sores should be done by a 
doctor. If the doctor gives you antibiotics, make 
sure you take all of the medicine, even if the 
infection is getting better. Do not share your 

A parent’s guide to MRSA in California 
medicine with anyone else or save it to use at 
another time. Call your doctor back if the infec-
tion does not get better after a few days. If other 
people you know or live with get the same infec-
tion tell them to go to their doctor.

Is it possible to have another staph or MRSA 

skin infection after it is cured?

Yes. It is possible to have another staph or 
MRSA skin infection after it is treated. To keep 
this from happening, follow the doctor’s orders 
while you have the infection, and follow the pre-
vention steps in this article.

What should I do if I think my child has 

MRSA?

If you think your child has MRSA, call a doc-
tor. Do not ignore the sore and hope it will go 
away.

Can a child with MRSA infection go to 

school?

Unless the doctor advises not to attend 
school, children should be allowed to attend 
school as long as their infection is not draining 
and can be covered by a dry dressing.

If the child is involved in a physical activ-
ity or sport that involves skin-to-skin contact 
with other students, returning to those activi-
ties should be approved by a school offi cial or 
doctor.

Do schools 

need to be 

closed and 

disinfected if 

a student has 

a MRSA infec-

tion?

No, it is not 
necessary to 
close school 
to “disinfect” 
them because 
of MRSA infec-
tions. MRSA is 
spread mostly 
by direct skin-
to-skin contact 
with an infected 
person or from 
touching sur-
faces that have 
staph on them 
from someone 
else’s infection. 
If the student’s 
infection had 
been covered, 
then no spe-
cial cleaning is 
needed. Clean-
ing and disin-
fection should 
be done on 
surfaces that 

ALLIANT
INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Alliant is a private nonprofit institution regionally accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges.
Credential programs are approved by the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing.

At our Fresno Campus, we offer:

�TeachersCHOICE Early Completion Option—earn your credential 
in just 9 months!

� Doctorate in Educational Leadership and Management, K-12

� Masters and Doctorate in Teaching English to Speakers of
Other Languages (TESOL)

For more information or to attend an open house,
email: admissions@alliant.edu or call 1.866.U.ALLIANT

www.alliant.edu/gsoe

Ask Alliant About Education

Graduate School of Education

On September 13th McLane High School 
celebrated the grand opening of its brand new, 
fully-functional, student-run bank branch—a 
statewide fi rst. A partnership between County 
Bank, Fresno Unifi ed School District and the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, the 
Highlander Branch will be run by 10 McLane 
students as part of a business class. The event 
attracted a number of distinguished guests 
including city dignitaries, numerous County 
Bank and Fresno Unifi ed offi cials and even a 
visit from an FDIC Director who traveled all 
the way from DC to attend.

What began with a serenade from McLane’s 
own Highlander Bagpipers and a Presenta-
tion of the Colors from JROTC ended with 
Bank President Nicole Robinson—who was 
announced during the ceremony—cutting the 
grand opening red ribbon with her new High-
lander Branch team. The students have already 
opened more than 50 accounts. 

This partnership will not only benefi t the 
community but the students of McLane High 
School. “A bank branch on our campus will 
encompass much more than the day to day 
monetary transactions,” said McLane Princi-
pal Frank Silvestro. “It will also offer our stu-
dents career preparation and will spur interest 
in fi nancial literacy campus-wide, a subject to 

A First for California: Student-run, on-campus bank branch 
celebrates grand opening at Fresno’s McLane High School

which many of our students don’t have much if 
any exposure.”

 There are 28 million people in the U.S. who 
are “unbanked” and Fresno has the highest un-
banked rate per capita. The US savings rate is 
negative 1.2%. The bank-in-a-school concept 
can help reverse this trend by providing fi nancial 
literacy and career opportunities to students. 

The branch was established in existing cam-
pus space, in addition to an ATM placed in the 
cafeteria foyer. The recruitment and training of 
juniors/seniors took place during the summer 
so student bankers were prepared for business 
once school started this fall. Benefi ts for stu-
dents will come in the form of scholarships in 
addition to valuable work experience. 

“Fresno Unifi ed is tremendously excited to 
work with County Bank to offer students in 
Fresno an opportunity unmatched by any other 
school district and bank in California,” said Mi-
chael Hanson, FUSD Superintendent. “We’ve 
certainly entered a new era in what high schools 
can offer students in terms of real world learn-
ing opportunities.”

The new branch is not just a fi rst for FUSD, it 
is also a fi rst for County Bank. Bank personnel 
will supervise the bank branch, which will be 
open to students, faculty and staff. The project 
is very exciting for County Bank, who donated 

its 30th branch to 
McLane, which inci-
dentally is celebrat-
ing its 30th year of 
serving the Central 
Valley this year. 

“Since its incep-
tion in 1977, Coun-
ty Bank’s success 
has been a direct 
result of service to 
its communities,” 
said Tom Hawker 
CEO County Bank 
and President/CEO 
of County Bank’s 
parent company, 
Capital Corp of 
the West. “We are 
committed to giving back to those communities 
whenever possible. To combine fi nancial literacy 
and outreach to youth together in the form of a 
student-run bank branch is groundbreaking and 
setting history in the Central Valley and the rest 
of the western United States.” 

With student and staff safety always a top pri-
ority, the branch will contain 24-hour security 
cameras, utilize already existing on-campus po-
lice with the option of hiring a private security 

guard. As with any County Bank location, per-
sonal information will be kept secure on a bank 
database. 

Offi cials at both County Bank and FUSD are 
dedicated to bringing innovation to learning. 
County Bank has committed to sponsoring the 
branch and is excited about this strong part-
nership between business and school that will 
benefi t both the community and its McLane 
students.

your helping hands build our future brick by brick

When the Fresno Metropolitan Museum reopens in 2008,
its south wall will include the “Helping Hands Wall” –
made up of these commemorative bricks.  You can support
the Met and show everyone that you, your loved ones, or
your company played a vital role in building tomorrow’s
museum by purchasing your brick today! 

Each brick in the Helping Hands Wall will be engraved to
your specifications, and will be unveiled as part of the Met’s
reopening ceremonies upon completion of the renovation. 

Order online at fresnomet.org 
or call 559/441-1444.

Make a lasting show of support for your museum.

Fresno Metropolitan Museum 
Helping Hands Commemorative Bricks

standard small brick
$100

signature brick
$150

standard large brick
$300 (Met members
discounted price: $250)

corporate logo brick
$500

ordering options
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Independently owned and operated. ©2005 Huntington Learning Centers, Inc.

W hen your child isn’t getting the grades you

think he or she should, call Huntington

Learning Center. Our certified teachers can find

out what’s holding your child back and create an

individualized program of instruction designed to

fix the problem. 

Just a few hours a week at Huntington can improve your 

child’s learning skills, so your child can overcome frustration 

with school, as well as develop confidence and motivation.

Call Huntington today. We’re nearby and affordable. We know your 

child can succeed in school, because we know your child can learn.

startsHERE.

If your
CHILD

Struggling

SUCCESS
in school,

is

1-800-CAN LEARN

PRIVATE TUTORING FOR

SAT/PSAT/
ACT PREP

(559) 434-2010

Scandinavian Middle School students ‘weave’ 
a positive school culture for all students

Judy Andrade understands what campus culture is about – the Scandinavian Middle School 8th grader 
became a WEB leader to make a huge change at Scandinavian Middle School.

“I want to give 7th graders the chance I never had,” Andrade said.  “I want to make history.”  The WEB 
program – Where Everybody Belongs – is making history at the school with the program’s debut this school 
year.

“Students so deeply want to belong,” said Lorna Jacoby, the school’s WEB coordinator.  “They want veri-
fi cation and want to connect with others and that’s what this program is all about.”

Jacoby should know.  She has been teaching for 17 years – the last 10 years teaching third grade at FUSD’s 
Winchell Elementary School.  This school year, she fi nds herself coordinating 57 WEB leaders on a middle 
school campus because, according to Jacoby, no matter what age students are, they need to feel connected 
to school.

“The WEB Program is empowering our students to take ownership of their school by leading others in a 
positive and supportive way and creating a feeling that Scandinavian is a place Where Everyone Belongs,” 
said Julie Goorabian-Raley, Scandinavian Middle School principal.

To gain student interest, Jacoby held three informational meetings so students could learn about the 
program and learn how to apply to be a WEB leader.  

We wanted to make sure the students thought carefully about the decision and take the responsibility to 
fi ll out the application and turn it in on time,” Jacoby said.

On August 17, the WEB leaders spent a day welcoming 7th graders to Scandinavian Middle School, giv-
ing the new students tours of the school and doing team-building activities.  WEB leaders have also picked 
up the phone to connect and heard the nervous 7th graders on the other end.  

“You can hear that their voices are shaking, they’re like ‘oh my gosh, an 8th grader is calling me.’” said 
Nichole Moreno.

The WEB leaders are planning activities throughout the school year to promote a positive school culture where everyone can learn and feel like they belong. Schools throughout Fresno Unifi ed School 
District have campus culture teams that are developing and implementing programs and methods to connect students to school.  The teams are examining how students connect to school in order to 
improve student achievement.

“Above all, we know that students must be engaged to learn,” said Tim Liles, district campus culture coordinator. “We are mindful that how students connect to school is an ingredient to student 
success.”  

Scandinavian Middle School WEB leaders understand why school culture is so important. According to WEB leader Emiliano Terriquez, “This is important so students can learn and not drop out.”
The WEB leaders are taking a leadership role in communicating with the school community by planning and executing messages for the school marquee, and according to Jacoby, these students are 

gaining skills that will continue to serve them well.
“The WEB Program is allowing our students to not only hear and see the possibilities, but to lead them,” Goorabian-Raley said. “Our 57 WEB Leaders are creating positive change and transforming 

the culture and climate at Scandinavian Middle School.”  

FUSD homeless 
students benefit from 
Granville’s ‘Home of 
Hope’

Fresno Unifi ed School District homeless students being served by the district’s Project ACCESS 
will benefi t from Granville Homes’ “Home of Hope” Opportunity Drawing which was held Nov. 
10.  

With the purchase of a $100 opportunity ticket, entrants had a chance to win a brand new Gran-
ville Homes Pasatiempo model located in the new Tuscan Bluffs gated neighborhood at Copper 
River Ranch.  Sheila Cary and Sheryl Lund were the lucky recipients of the new home.  Along with 
seven other organizations, Fresno Unifi ed School District’s Project ACCESS will benefi t from the 
$420,000 raised.

Project ACCESS helps provide the basic needs of students who are considered homeless due to 
living in non-permanent housing.  The program currently serves more than 2,000 students, provid-
ing assistance with clothing, housing, food, and transportation.

“By meeting the students’ basic needs, they are given an equal chance to succeed in school by 
providing stability in their lives,” said Laura Tanner-McBrien, Project ACCESS program manager.  
“We remove the obstacles in getting students enrolled, so they can attend and succeed academi-
cally.”

The federally-funded Project ACCESS provides services not normally available in a school dis-
trict.  The academic achievement of the students in the program is tracked and supported through 
the collaboration of school and Project ACCESS staff.

César E Chávez Adult Education Center
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•  Medical & Health Occupations
   (EMT, CNA, LVN, Pharmacy Tech, Office Staff)

•  Custodial & Food Service Training

•  Skilled Labor & Welding

•  100’s of Fun Informative Courses
   (Music, Dance, Art, Travel, Food, etc.)

•  Older Adult/Senior Programs
   (Culture, Art, Computers,
   Health Fitness)

•  High School Diploma

•  GED Spanish & English

•  Parenting Classes

•  Adult Basic Education

•  English As A Second
   Language

•  Vocational & Job Skill Training

•  Business & Computer Training
   Accounting Clerk, Notaries
   Computer Literacy

& COMMUNITY EDUCATION
Fresno Adult School

•  Cosmetology (Federico's)

Third grade students from Turner Elementary were excited to receive their own dictionaries thanks 
to the generous donation by the Airport Rotary Club.  Rotarian, Jeff Dippel (center), personally 
delivered the dictionaries.  Students were thrilled to receive them and quickly wrote thank you notes 
to the Airport Rotary Club.

regarded as an exemplary social science teacher, creating a safe place for students to participate and 
share their opinions.

Fort Miller Middle School’s Brandes is described as a “life changer,” inspiring his students to think 
differently and expect excellence.  His students far exceed both the district and state averages for stu-
dent profi ciency.  According to Fort Miller’s Principal Debbie Buckman, his former students continue 
to send letters fi lled with gratitude for teaching them not just math, but about how to survive in life.

Baird Middle School’s Zurilgen is credited with creating a positive culture for students through 
enthusiasm and leadership.  A language arts teacher for more than 20 years, she is a natural instruc-
tional leader and understands the needs of students.  She is described by her peers as passionate, 
dedicated, and committed.

Darling, principal of Wawona Middle School, is known for doing what’s best for students.  The 
entire Wawona Middle School faculty and staff nominated him for the honor, which is a testament to 
his leadership and the culture of professional respect that he has created.  He is a school leader who 
understands how to match the professional talents of teachers with the needs of students.

The CSUF Kremen School of Education and Human Development honored two FUSD special edu-
cation teachers – Carolee Clayton from Ahwahnee Middle School and Donna Sirimarco from McLane 
High School – at the Carolyn Dobbs Special Education Teacher of the Year event.

McLane High School’s Simarco is described by her peers as a fearless leader who understands the 
unique needs of special education students.  An educator for 12 years, she is an instructional leader 
who knows the importance of helping students accept and understand their self-worth.  Simarco’s 
work goes well beyond the classroom, as she supports parents and new teachers to meet the needs 
of their students.

With more than 20 years experience in education, Ahwahnee Middle School’s Clayton knows how 
to reach her students through the use of technology to empower and enlighten.  She is regarded by 
her peers as an educator who truly understands how to give students and their families the tools 
they need for success.  Clayton’s expertise in bringing technology to the classroom has allowed her 
students to be creative, solve problems, and communicate.

The Central Valley CUE (Computer Using Educators) recently honored Computech Middle School’s 
Mike Lebsock as Outstanding Teacher of the Year, and he will go on to the state competition in 
March.  Lebsock has been a classroom teacher for two decades and is regarded as a true innovator.  
Because of his leadership, Lebsock has helped advance teaching and learning through technology at 
many FUSD schools.  A visit to Lebsock’s classroom will prove that technology is a hook to engage 
students to be active learners.

5091 north fresno street, unit 104
fresno, california 93710

Learn the facts about the life of a top hairstylist.
They love their careers and many own their own
business.

Find out more about your one-year full or part
time training.  

We also offer night classes.

Great scalp treatment, shampoo, haircut & style
start at $10. 

We also do great color, brilliant hi-lights, full head
bleaches, perms & waves, prom & bridal up-do's,
relaxers and more!

Make Money & Have Fun!

CCALL NOW! 559.224.2700

*All services performed by students under the direct
supervision of an instructor.www.FresnoPaulMitchellSchool.com

Continued from Pg.1

Rotary donates more 
dictionaries
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Kids First Festival
coming soon!
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Mayfair Students Receive
Backpacks Thanks to 
the Generosity of Fresno’s
Community
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Yokomi Students
Gain Insight
Through Art

- Page 15

Fresno Unified celebrated the start of
construction of Deborah A. Williams El-
ementary School with song, dance, and
speeches in tribute to Ms. Williams, a
dedicated and passionate educator who
believed every child could succeed given
the right support.

While bulldozers moved earth and work-
ers poured cement during the September
12th groundbreaking ceremony, Board
President Luisa Medina described how
schools shape and mold communities and
how educators lay the solid foundation on
which children build their futures. The new
school at the northwest corner of Fruit and
Dakota will make a profound difference to
the families that live in the neighborhood,
Medina said.

The school is being constructed with
funds from Measure K, $199 million in
bonds approved by voters in 2000 to
update existing facilities and build new
schools. When Williams opens in 2007,
it will relieve crowding at nearby elemen-
tary schools and help the district move all
schools off year-round schedules.

The crowd at the groundbreaking in-
cluded much of the congregation from The
Home Baptist Church that once stood on
the site, as well as members of the Wil-
liams’ family and her former students. 

Medina fondly recalled being a student
in Fowler with  Ms. Williams. She described
her school friend, who died suddenly and
unexpectedly in 1999 at age 46, as quiet,
studious and active in a number of social
service clubs on campus.

Throughout her 24 years as a teacher,
counselor, vice principal and then princi-
pal at Jane Addams Elementary School, Ms.
Williams positively influenced thousands of
students and their families. Superintendent
Michael E. Hanson described her impact:
“She challenged students living in poverty
to reach their fullest potential by giving

Ground Broken
for Williams 
Elementary
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This month, Fresno Unified continues critical
work to chart the future of the district.  With the
aim of accelerating learning for every student
and achieving operational excellence, district
leaders are initiating a process to develop a Dis-
trict Improvement Action Plan to guide FUSD
for the next three to five years. 

Superintendent Michael E. Hanson sought
the deep engagement of all stakeholders in the
process. “I believe that the greatest gift we can
give our youth, many of whom live in poverty, is
opportunity,” he said. “The best way to provide
them with possibilities is by working together to
provide every student an excellent education.”

Excellence can be measured in the classroom
by how well district operations support class-
room learning. The District Improvement Action
Planning process began in August when a team

District to Map its Future

of experts spent three days with district leaders
taking a snapshot assessment of Fresno Unified

.secitcarpssenisubdnasessecorp,snoitarepo
More than 30 district leaders visited 12 schools
to look at: 1) How the district supports teach-
ing and learning in the classroom; 2) How well
the district communicates; and 3) How central
departments respond to the needs of schools.
The team also conducted focus discussions with
more than 100 people. On October 16, more
than 100 individuals, students, parents, teachers,
administrators, union leaders, trustees, elected
officials and representatives from businesses,
faith communities, social service agencies and
higher education institutions worked together to
together to refine the district’s mission, vision
and core values. On October 17 and 18, district
leaders set strategic goals with detailed action

plans, timelines and responsibility charts. 
Accelerating student learning happens in

the classroom, which means the district must
continually improve the support provided to
classrooms and teachers.  While Fresno Unified
schools made student achievement gains last
year, there is much work to be done to align
resources to better support teachers and stu-

nalPnoitcAtnemevorpmItcirtsiDehT.stned
is critical to supporting teaching and learning
in the classroom.

Please see Williams, Page 7

Superintendent Michael E. Hanson studies a computer lesson at Fresno High School alongside teacher Kathy Maloney with students Derek

Swint (r) and Josfino Platon (l) during a visit to assess how the District supports teaching and learning in the classroom.

communications
ONCOURSE

The 4th Annual Lowell Neighborhood Resource Center 
(NRC) Community Thanksgiving Dinner was held in Novem-
ber.  This dinner has become an annual event for the Lowell 
community and is sponsored by the Lowell Elementary School 
NRC, with no cost to participants. Each year, in support of the 
event, Von’s Grocery Stores have donated reduced prices for 
food, including turkeys, potatoes, and rolls. All of the food is 
prepared by the NRC and cafeteria staff. This year more than 
750 community members participated in this community-en-
gaging event. Community participants included grandparents, 
parents, students, neighborhood children, and community 
members. Many participants commented that this would be 
the only Thanksgiving meal they would have, and often com-
mented it would be the only meal for the day. Student volun-
teers of the Lowell Elementary Heroes Program assisted in 
serving the participants and with clean up.

McCardle students had 
a very special guest at 
their recent student as-
sembly.  Harlem Globe-
trotter, “Buckets” Blakes 
presented the team’s 
“C.H.E.E.R”  for  Charac-
ter” program to McCardle 
students.  The interactive 
program focuses on the 
following character traits: 
CCooperation, HHealthy 
Mind & Body, EEffort, 
EEnthusiasm and RRespon-
sibility.  The program 
was designed with assis-
tance from the U.S. De-
partment of Education, 
the President’s Council 
on Physical Fitness and 
Sports, and state educa-
tors.  During the school 
visits, “Buckets” Blakes 
demonstrated the team’s 
signature ball handling 
skills into a motivational 
presentation to the stu-
dents.  In addition, stu-
dents were challenged to 
make and keep a commit-
ment to regular physical 
activity and take the Pres-
ident’s Challenge to lead 
a more active lifestyle.

Harlem Globetrotters visit 
McCardle Elementary

For general information call: 1-800-457-7735     www.gottschalks.com     Use your Gottschalks credit card, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover

A limited selection of advertised merchandise available at River Park. Shop Fashion Fair: Thursday-Friday 10-10, Saturday 8-10. Manchester: Thursday-Friday 10-9, Saturday 8-9. 

Clovis: Thursday 10-9, Friday 10-10, Saturday 8-9. Golden Oak Village: Thursday-Friday 10-8, Saturday 8-7. River Park: Thursday-Friday 10-10, Saturday 8-10. 
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Lowell Elementary brings Thanksgiving 
to local neighborhood
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