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Preparing Career Ready Graduates

Message from Superintendent Nelson

March 12, 2020 

Together, we’re facing an unprecedented time with ongoing developments around COVID-19 

health concerns facing the nation. This is a fluid situation that changes by the hour.  That is why 

Fresno Unified, along with our neighboring school districts, remain vigilant in following guidance 

and direction from health experts both at the California Department of Public Health and the 

Fresno County Department of Public Health.   

To assist school districts in these changing conditions, Governor Newsom issued new guidance 

today involving group gatherings of over 250 people. Gatherings that do not meet the 250 

threshold should only be conducted when they are essential—that is, if the activity is both an 

essential function and could not be postponed or achieved without gathering in person (meaning 

that some other means of communication could not be used to conduct essential function). We are 

defining essential functions as anything that is essential to the operation of a school site, student 

learning and/or governance of our district.  

In his message, he reiterated that school is essential for students and his purpose was to help 

provide strategies in assisting staff, students and communities to reduce potential risk, especially 

those identified as a higher risk—the elderly and those with pre-existing health conditions.  While 

the health risk to the general public in California from COVID-19 continues to remain low, and 

especially here locally, we are following this newly released guidance. 

Effective immediately, Fresno Unified is postponing all non-essential group gatherings through at 

least April 13th, 2020 as we continue to evaluate. Those non-essential gatherings being postponed 

include but are not limited to:  

• Athletic competitions and tournaments, but practices can continue as planned

• All field trips including camps

• VAPA events, assemblies, open houses, dances and award ceremonies

• All professional learning

• ELAC, DELAC and other large parent and community gatherings

• Civic contracts, including all outside community organizations that utilize district

space
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For sites that serve our most medically fragile students—Addicott, Rata and ATP, for their well-

being, we are limiting visitors to the office, including volunteers.  

We are encouraging school site leadership to be creative in how to provide for the best social 

distancing practices for our students, especially during mealtimes. Options include but are not 

limited to staggering mealtimes to provide smaller groups in the cafeteria at once or eating outside 

if possible. Each site is incredibly different, and we recognize that your expertise in this area will 

be best for your students.  

Please realize that families must mitigate their own personal risk and they have every right to make 

the decisions that they feel are best for their families. We will continue to operate based upon 

guidance from the CDC, CDPH and FCDPH and will update frequently as the situation continues 

to be very fluid and fast-moving. 

Please visit Fresnounified.org for ongoing updates. 
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